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4.15.5 Efficiency of thereturn process

While the rate of implemented returns remained relatively low in many EU+ countries, 2215 _a number of new
initiatives were carried out in 2020 to improve the enforcement of areturn and the cost-effectiveness of the
process.

The Austrian Government Programme 2020-2024 places strong emphasis on voluntary return and reintegration, which are
provided by the BBU as of 1 January 2021. For the area of return counselling and return assistance, binding work
procedures, which define workflows and standards to guarantee efficient and uniform application and enforcement practices
in the context of (assisted) voluntary return and reintegration, were developed. As part of a package of measures to
encourage voluntary return, financial start-up support was adjusted, information material on return assistance was further
developed and the website was relaunched: http://www.returnfromaustria.at

To increase the number of returns carried out in the Netherlands, the ‘return track’ was launched as a pilot programmein
January 2020. The project focuses on enhancing coordination and removing procedural obstacles when third-country
nationals submit repeated applications during the removal procedure through a readmission agreement.1216

In Denmark, a new legidative proposal amending the return process was under discussion. The new bill proposes more
stringent rules on obtaining data to identify foreigners who should be returned. It also put forth procedures to manage
occupancy in return centres more efficiently to prevent absconding.1217

The Swedish government tasked several national bodies, including the police and the Swedish Migration Agency, to analyse
the factors that prevent the enforcement of a decision on arefusal of entry or return. The results of the study, expected in
2021, will present shortcomings in the area of return and improvements for the exchange of data on returnees.1218.

In Belgium, the commission for the evaluation of policies on foreigners voluntary and forced return (also referred to as the
Bossuyt Commission) put forward over 60 policy recommendations to improve the return process.1219

[1215] European Commission. (2020, September 23). Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the
European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on a New Pact on Migration and Asylum COM/2020/609 final .
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1601287338054&uri=COM:2020:609:FIN

[1216] Ministry of Justice and Security | Ministerie van Justitie en Veiligheid. (2020, June 16). Kamerbrief over voortgang Programma
Flexibilisering Asielketen [Parliamentary brief on the progress of the Asylum Chain Felxibility Programme] .

https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/onderwerpen/migratie/documenten/kamerstukken/2020/06/16/tk-voortgang-programma-flexibilisering-asielketen
[1217] Ministry of Immigration and Integration | Udleendinge- og Integrationsministeriet. (2020, October 2). Regeringen fremsaetter ny
hjemrejselov [The government introduces a new repatriation law] . https://uim.dk/nyheder/2020/2020-10/regeringen-fremsaetter-ny-hjemrejselov ;
Udkast til forslag om lov om hjemrejse for udleendinge uden lovligt ophold [Draft bill on repatriation for foreigners without legal residence],

November 30, 2020. https://www.ft.dk/samling/20201/almdel/uui/bilag/34/index.htm

[1218] Swedish National Audit Office | Riksrevisionen. (2020, March 19). Atervandandeverksamheten — resultat, kostnader och effektivitet (RiR
2020:7) [Return activities - results, costs and efficiency (RiR 2020:7)].
https://www.riksrevisionen.se/rapporter/granskningsrapporter/2020/atervandandeverksamheten---resultat-kostnader-och-effektivitet.html ;
Ministry of Justice | Justitiedepartementet. (2020, June 25). Riksrevisionens rapport om atervandandeverksamheten, Skr. 2019/20:191 [The
Swedish National Audit Office’s report on return activities, Skr. 2019/20:191] .
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https://lwww.regeringen.se/49f371/contentassets/5cff9058a34f449ea3352dd1534b453f/riksrevisionens-rapport-om-atervandandeverksamheten-

skr.-201920191

[1219] Commission for the evaluation of policies on foreigners’ voluntary and forced return. (2020, September 15). Eindverslag van de
Commissie voor de evaluatie van het beleid inzake de vrijwillige terugkeer en de gedwongen verwijdering van vreemdelingen [Final report of the
Commission for the evaluation of policies on foreigners’ voluntary and forced return] .
https://lwww.aigpol.be/sites/aigpol/files/attachments/Eindverslag%20van%20de%20Commissie%20Bossuyt%20-%20September%202020_0.pdf ;
Coordination and initiatives for refugees and foreigners | Coordination et initiatives pour refugees et étrangers (CIRE) et al. (October 2020).
Commission Bossuyt: Analyse de la société civile [Bossuyt Commission: Analysis from the civil society] .
https://www.cire.be/download/271/analyses-etudes/17523/commission-bossuyt-analyse-de-la-societe-civile.pdf
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