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2.5.11 Restrictions on the work of NGOs

Although not related to the interpretation of the provisions of CEAS, the case of European
Commission v Hungary (C-78/18) is important because the restrictions imposed by Hungary on the
financing of civil society organisations has an impact on national organisations working in the field of
asylum. The Grand Chamber of the CJEU held that Hungary had introduced discriminatory and

unjustified restrictions on civil society organisations and on individuals providing them support by imposing
obligations of registration and declarations and by publishing information on civil society organisations which
directly or indirectly receive support from abroad. Hungary also provided for the possibility to issue penalties to
the organisations that did not comply with the obligations. The measures do not comply with the free movement
of capital laid down in the TFEU, Article 63 and the EU Charter, Article 7 (the right to private and family life),
Article 8 (protection of personal data) and Article 12 (right to freedom of association). 
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