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Name   Sophie Anne Magennis 

 

Date of Birth  15 January 1973 

 

Nationality  Irish 

 

Studies   

 

 2004  New York State Bar Association, New York, U.S.A. 

Attorney and Counselor at Law at the New York State Bar 

 

1997 - 1998 European Inter-University Centre, Venice, Italy 

   European Masters Degree in Human Rights and Democratisation 

 

1991 - 1995 University of Dundee, Scotland, U.K.  

Law Degree (LL.B.) 

 

 

Languages  English and French 

 

 

Professional activities 

 

2015- Present Head of the Policy and Legal Support Unit, UNHCR Bureau for 

Europe, Brussels, Belgium 

 

2009-2015 Head of Office, UNHCR Ireland  

 

2005-2009 Head of Policy and Legislation, Ombudsman for Children’s Office, 

Dublin, Ireland 

 

2003-2005 Partner, Human Rights Consultants, Dublin, Ireland 

 

2001-2003 Administrative Officer, Irish Human Rights Commission, Dublin, 

Ireland 

 

2000-2001 Partner, Human Rights Consultants, France 

 

1999-2000 Deputy to the Permanent Representative of Ireland to the Council of 

Europe, Strasbourg, France  

 

1999 Expert Consultant, Secretary General’s Monitoring Unit, Council of 

Europe, Strasbourg, France   

 

1998-1999 Legal Stagiaire, Human Rights Unit, Department of Foreign Affairs, 

Dublin, Ireland and Geneva, Switzerland   

 

1998 Consultant, Directorate General of Human Rights, Council of 

Europe, Strasbourg, France 

 

1996-1997 Parliamentary Lobbyist and Women’s Network Co-ordinator, 

Amnesty International Irish Section, Dublin, Ireland 

  


