
EU Stakeholders

As a decentralised EU Agency with its own governance structure, the EUAA acts within the policies and
institutional framework of the EU. Strong cooperation is maintained with the EU Institutions, other EU
Agencies and particularly those in the field of Justice and Home Affairs, as well as Member States and
Schengen Associated Countries.

Several Working Arrangements, Exchange of Letters and Cooperation Plans have been concluded by the
Agency over the past years. Such frameworks, remain applicable also following the entry into force of the
Regulation transforming EASO into the EU Agency for Asylum.
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JHA Agencies Network

he EUAA is one of nine EU agencies working in the field of Justice and Home Affairs (JHA). These nine
agencies work together on topics of common interest in the Justice and Home Affairs Agencies’ Network
(JHAAN). This Network was established in 2010 to facilitate and increase inter-agency cooperation among
the agencies in the JHA field, and to explore synergies in areas of common interest.

Together, the JHA agencies contribute to the implementation of EU’s objectives in the fields of migration,
asylum and external border management, the fight against organised crime, drug trafficking and terrorism,
gender equality and respect for fundamental rights. They also facilitate the functioning of relevant EU IT
systems, contribute to EU activities on illicit drugs and drugs addiction and facilitate law-enforcement
training.

The EU's Justice and Home Affairs Agencies' Network

Download the EU's Justice and Home Affairs Agencies' Network Brochure

 

Read the newsletter to know more about 2023 JHAAN activities and deliverables.

 

The Network is constituted of the nine JHA Agencies (in alphabetical order):

 

https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2023-10/JHAAN_Brochure_2023.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/publications/jhaan-newsletter-2023-showcasing-our-achievements


The EU Agency for Law Enforcement Training (CEPOL)
The European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE)
The European Union Drugs Agency (EUDA)
The European Union Agency for Asylum (EUAA)
The EU Agency for the Operational Management of Large-Scale IT Systems in the Area of Freedom,
Security and Justice (eu-LISA)
The EU Agency for Criminal Justice Cooperation (Eurojust)
The EU’s Law Enforcement Agency (Europol)
The EU Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) and
The European Border and Coast Guard Agency (Frontex)

 

JHAAN Presidency 

The presidency of the Network rotates on a yearly basis. The chairing agency sets the priorities of the
Network for the presiding year and organises thematic activities accordingly. In addition, an agency holding
the presidency organises regular Network meetings, such as the yearly Heads of JHA Agencies meeting,
contact points meetings and working group meetings.
 

In 2023, the EUAA held the presidency of the JHAAN. 

During the EUAA Presidency of the JHAAN, the Network focused on the following priorities:

Digitalisation
Implementation of the EU Green Deal in JHA Agencies
Information provision in mixed migration situations
Cybersecurity
JHAAN communication and promotion

The Final report of the Justice and Home Affairs Agencies Network’s 2023 provides a comprehensive
overview of all activities organised under the EUAA’s  presidency, including a full list of meetings which
took place. The next EUAA presidency is foreseen in 2032. 

In 2025, FRA took over the chairmanship of the Network from eu-LISA, who led the Network in 2024.
For more information about the Network plans under the FRA leadership, please consult their website and
the JHAAN Work Programme 2025. 
 

Trio-presidency concept

As of 2022, based on the 10-year Assessment Report of the JHAAN adopted by the Heads of JHA
Agencies in 2021, the Network implements a Trio Presidency coordination concept. With this concept,
three consecutive presiding agencies work closely together by introducing overarching topics to be addressed
during three consecutive years. 

To ensure continuity, the current FRA-EUDA-EIGE trio will follow up on the work conducted by previous
presidencies. The overarching priorities for the network for 2025-2027 are: 

Artificial Intelligence and fundamental rights
European Internal Security Strategy and fundamental rights 

https://www.cepol.europa.eu/
https://eige.europa.eu/
https://www.euda.europa.eu/index_en
https://euaa.europa.eu/about-us
https://www.eulisa.europa.eu/
https://www.eurojust.europa.eu/
https://www.europol.europa.eu/
https://fra.europa.eu/en/about-fra
https://frontex.europa.eu/
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2024-03/JHAAN%20Final%20report%202023.pdf
https://fra.europa.eu/en/cooperation/eu-partners/eu-agencies/jhaan-network
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-jhaan-programme-2025-2_en.pdf


Latest News and Publications

JHAAN - 2024 Final Report

JHAAN Joint Paper – Contributing to the EU’s solidarity with Ukraine 2024

JHAAN Final Report 2023

JHAAN Newsletter 2023

JHAAN_Survey_report-Green_Deal_survey_July_2023

JHAAN Brochure 2023

Joint Paper JHA Agencies - Contributing to the EU's solidarity with Ukraine 2023

Final Report on the JHA Agencies’ Network Activities 2022

Report on the survey on JHA Agencies’ environmental and greening activities

COVID-19 RESPONSE - Summary of main actions taken by EU Justice and Home Affairs (JHA) agencies

JHAAN Joint Statements:

Joint Statement from EU Justice and Home Affairs Agencies on Ukraine

Joint Statement by the Heads of JHA Agencies on the EU Green Deal

Heads of JHA Agencies’ statement on the occasion of the 10th Anniversary of the Charter of Fundamental
Rights of the European Union

EU Institutions

The EUAA has developed a very dynamic cooperation with EU institutions, in particular with the European
Commission, the Council of the European Union and the European Parliament. Apart from regular exchange
of information, the EUAA is regularly invited to contribute with its expertise to discussions within the
Council and the European Parliament in order to support evidence-based policy making mainly in relation to
the Common European Asylum System.

The European Commission 

The European Commission plays an important role in the agency’s work and participates in its governing
bodies. As part of its function to supervise the implementation of the EU treaties and legislation, the
European Commission oversees the work of EU Agencies, including the EUAA. 
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https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2024-04/joint_statement_-_10th_anniversary_eu_statement_fundamental_rights_version_for_final_endorsement.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/index_en


 

Two European Commission representatives are part of the EUAA’s Management Board (together with
Member States representatives). 
The EUAA falls within the responsibility and portfolio of the European Commission Directorate-
General for Migration and Home Affairs (DG HOME) and the European Commissioner for Migration,
Home Affairs and Citizenship. The EUAA also cooperates with other Directorates and bodies within
the European Commission, such as DG NEAR, DG JUST and DG INTPA.
EUAA staff are in constant contact with the relevant Directorates at the European Commission. In this
way, the European Commission can readily draw on the agency’s assistance and expertise when
developing, implementing and evaluating EU policies and legislation on Asylum, while the Agency
can also ensure that its activities remain in line with the overall EU strategies and policies. 
A Working Arrangement between the Agency and DG HOME for cooperation on external action is in
place since 2018. 

The Council of the European Union

As one of the EU co-legislators, the Council of the European Union, together with the European Parliament,
negotiates and adopts the legislative mandate of the EUAA as well legislation establishing the Common
European Asylum System (CEAS). 

The EUAA provides the Council with assistance and technical expertise relating to asylum in support
of the Council’s deliberations on both legislation and policy.
The EUAA is frequently invited to participate in Ministerial meetings of the Justice and Home Affairs
Council, as well as in the Council’s preparatory bodies, such as meetings of the Strategic Committee
on Immigration, Frontiers and Asylum (SCIFA), JHA Counsellors meetings, and Working Party
meetings. As a centre of expertise on asylum, the EUAA provides practical and technical contributions
to inform legislative discussions as well as policy debates. 
The EUAA also provides support to the Presidency of the Council, contributing also to the preparation
of debates.

The European Parliament 

As one of the co-legislators, the European Parliament, together with the Council, negotiates and adopts the
legislative mandate of the EUAA as well legislation establishing the Common European Asylum System.

The Agency collaborates primarily with the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
(LIBE), as the European Parliament Committee which leads on migration and asylum matters. In this
regard, the EUAA is frequently invited to participate in Committee hearings and meetings to provide
updated information on the Agency’s activities and to contribute with its expertise to legislative and
policy debates in relation to asylum. The EUAA also participates in other meeting formations upon
invitation, such as meetings of the Rapporteur and Shadow Rapporteurs on specific files and Group
meetings on asylum-related topics. The EUAA also maintains close contacts with MEPs, with regular

https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/index_en
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/about/directorate-general_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/justice-and-consumers_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/international-partnerships_en
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/WA_EASO_and_HOME_Jan_2018.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/configurations/jha/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/configurations/jha/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/presidency-council-eu/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/home/highlights
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/home/highlights


bilateral meetings. 
The EUAA also works with the European Parliament Committee on Budgets (BUDG) and the
Committee on Budgetary Control (CONT), in relation to discussions on the Agency’s budget and the
budget discharge procedure respectively.

The European External Action Service (EEAS) 

As the European External Action Service manages the EU's diplomatic relations with other countries outside
the bloc and conducts EU foreign & security policy, the EUAA’s cooperation with the EEAS is especially
important in relation to the external dimension activities in the field of asylum and migration. In this regard,
the Agency has a Working Arrangement with the EEAS for cooperation on external action since 2021.
 EUAA staff is in regular contact with the EU Delegations in the third countries where the Agency is
providing capacity building support. The Agency has also concluded co-location Arrangements with the
EEAS, whereby relevant EU Delegations host Agency staff. 

EU Agencies

Cooperation with other EU Agencies constitutes an important complementary element of the EUAA’s work
and activities. Inter-agency cooperation based on exchange of information, sharing good practices, carrying
out mutual consultations and conducting coordinated and/or joint activities (where relevant) in the common
areas of interest, brings a high added value and contributes to the increased efficiency of our actions. 

Being one of the EU decentralised Agencies and belonging to the family of the Justice and Home Affairs
Agencies, the EUAA participates in two networks which aim to strive for inter-agency cooperation: the EU
Agencies Network (EUAN) and the Justice and Home Affairs Agencies Network (JHAAN). Both networks
have established several subgroups and subnetworks to allow for thematic discussions at expert level. Each
year, both networks organise an annual meeting of the Heads of Agencies. 

EU Agencies Network 

The EUAN was established in 2012 and is currently composed of 48 EU decentralised Agencies and Joint
Undertakings and supported by the Shared Support Office in Brussels. In November 2020, Heads of EU
Agencies endorsed the EUAN Strategy for the period of 2021-2027. This new multiannual strategy is built
around two main pillars where EU Agencies and Joint Undertakings are committed to join forces and
mutualise efforts: ‘EUAN as a role model for administrative excellence’ and ‘EUAN as valued institutional
partner’.

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/budg/home/highlights
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cont/home/highlights
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cont/home/highlights
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/WA_EEAS.pdf
https://euagencies.eu/
https://euagencies.eu/sites/default/files/euan_strategy_2021-2027.pdf


Inter-agency cooperation is also enhanced at bilateral level. To better align common projects and share
information systemically, the EUAA has working arrangements in place with other Agencies:

Working Arrangement with Frontex 
Working Arrangement with FRA 
Working Arrangement with eu-LISA
Working Arrangement with CEPOL

 

In some cases, Cooperation Plans are also agreed to further detail the cooperation between the Agencies,
under the umbrella of the respective Working Arrangement:

EASO - Frontex Cooperation Plan: In the period of 2019-2021, cooperation with Frontex was guided
also by a Cooperation Plan signed between the two agencies. The Plan aims to ensure effective
synergies where our respective activities are closely related and details joint work in operational
cooperation, information and analysis, capacity building and horizontal cooperation. To further
facilitate cooperation with Frontex, the EUAA has also deployed a Liaison Officer to Frontex. 
EUAA-eu-LISA Cooperation Plan: Cooperation with eu-LISA is supported by a Cooperation Plan.
This plan concerns a comprehensive technical elaboration of the existing working arrangement
between the two agencies, detailing the various ways and thematic areas in which the two organisations
will (continue to) work together for the period 2023 – 2025. The plan covers areas of cooperation such
as border, asylum and migration management, security and business continuity, training, research and
development, data and knowledge management, external and internal communication and data
protection. 

Member States and Schengen Associated Countries

The EUAA works with Member States to help improve the implementation of the Common European
Asylum System. All of the Member States are represented in the EUAA’s Management Board and have the
opportunity to consider the Agency’s multiannual and annual Work Programmes, ensuring that the Agency’s
activities meet the needs of the Member States. Member State involvement is crucial across the EUAA’s
activities, be it in training, development of tools, guidance and recommendations and so forth. The EUAA
also provides operational and technical assistance to Member States.

In view of the physical presence of staff members based in Member States where the EUAA is providing
technical and operational assistance, the Agency  also seeks to conclude Hosting Arrangements with those
Member States. In Malta, the Seat Agreement concluded with the Maltese authorities applies. The following
Hosting Arrangements are in force:

EASO-Cyprus Hosting Agreement
EASO-Greece Hosting Agreement 

Close cooperation with Member States is also maintained at both the strategic and technical levels, with
regular bilateral and multilateral contacts primarily with Home Affairs Ministries and their services, and the
Permanent Representations to the EU based in Brussels. 

The Agency is also open to participation by the Schengen Associated Countries, on the basis of agreements
they conclude with the European Union. The Arrangement with Norway entered into force on 1 June 2014;
with Liechtenstein on 1 January 2016, with Switzerland on 1 March 2016 and with Iceland on 1 August
2023, enabling them to participate in the Agency’s activities.  However, in order for the Schengen Associated
Countries to participate in activities that are new to the EU Agency for Asylum, new Arrangements need to
be concluded with the EU.

https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/20120926-FRONTEX-EASO-working-arrangement-FINAL_0.pdf
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/public/20130606-EASO-FRA-working-arrangement-FINAL_0.pdf
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/public/Working-arrangement-EASO-eu-LISA_0.pdf
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https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/easo-frontex-cooperation-plan-2019-2021.pdf
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2023-12/Cooperation_Plan_2023-2025_EUAA_eu-LISA.pdf
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https://www.euaa.europa.eu/news-events/easo-operations-greece-expand-significantly
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:22014A0412(01)
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A22014A0611%2802%29
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A22016A0311%2801%29
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202302166


The EUAA Regulation also introduced the requirement for the Agency to deploy liaison officers to the
Member States. In accordance with Article 7(2) of the EUAA Regulation, the Management Board adopted
Management Board Decision No 139 of 26 June 2023 on the nature and terms of deployment of liaison
officers to the Member States, the regions of deployment and the Member States that will host them.  
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