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EUAA releases new Country Guidance: Somalia

The European Union Agency for Asylum (EUAA) has issued a new ‘
Country Guidance: Somalia’. The document is based on recent
information on the situation in the country and aims to assist national
decision-makers in the analysis of the criteria for qualification for
international protection in accordance with EU legislation and general
EUAA guidance. 

According to the annual overview of asylum trends in 2021 released by the EUAA,
Somalia was in the top 10 countries of origin in relation to applications for
international protection lodged in the EU+. More specifically, Somalis lodged close
to 16 400 applications in 2021, the most since 2016. 

The ‘Country Guidance: Somalia’ reflects a joint EU+ position on international
protection needs and provides an in-depth country-specific analysis in a practical

https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-somalia-2022
https://euaa.europa.eu/latest-asylum-trends-annual-overview-2021


tool for asylum officials. The guidance aims to ensure that similar cases are
treated and decided on in a similar manner and in accordance with the applicable
international and EU legislation, without replacing the individual assessment
required in each case.

The elements addressed in the ‘Country Guidance: Somalia’ are: actors of
persecution or serious harm, refugee status, subsidiary protection, actors of
protection, internal protection alternative, and exclusion. Al-Shabaab’s control
and operational capacity in Somalia as well as the prominent role of clans in the
Somali society have been carefully taken into consideration in the analysis.





The ‘Country Guidance: Somalia’ publication is available in a user-friendly
electronic book format, as well as in pdf. It can be viewed here.

To learn more about the methodology and content of the country guidance
documents and to access the guidance on other countries of origin, you can visit
the EUAA’s Country Guidance page.

 

Background

Somalia is the fifth country on the list of main countries of origin addressed in
common analysis and guidance developed in the framework of the country
guidance work, along with Afghanistan, Iraq, Nigeria, and Syria.

The ‘Country Guidance: Somalia’ is the second country guidance document
published under the new mandate of the Agency. In accordance with Article 11 of
the EUAA Regulation, Member States have an obligation to take into account the
guidance notes and common analysis when examining applications for
international protection, without prejudice to their competence for deciding on
individual applications.

 

Any further information may be obtained from the European Union
Agency for Asylum’s Press Office at the following email addresses:

Press Office: press@euaa.europa.eu 

Andrew McKinlay, Press Officer: andrew.mckinlay@euaa.europa.eu 

Anis Cassar, Spokesperson: anis.cassar@euaa.europa.eu 
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