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Asylum applications remain at high levels

Asylum applications lodged in the EU+ remained unusually high in July. They exceeded 70 000 for the
third consecutive month, which has not happened for several years. This compares to almost 51 000
applications in July 2021 and 42 900 in July 2020. Afghans and Syrians continue to be the two largest
applicant groups, whereas Indian nationals and Tunisians lodged the most applications on record.

Analysis released by the European Union Agency for Asylum (EUAA) shows that about 72 800 asylum
applications were lodged in the EU+ in July 2022,1 which is the 3rd consecutive month during which over
70 000 applications were lodged. In contrast to the peak recorded in March (almost 83 000 applications), the
high numbers observed since May are not driven by persons fleeing Ukraine, who currently register almost
exclusively for temporary protection.2

In July, there were around 236 000 registrations for temporary protection in the EU+, with a total of
around 4 million registrations recorded between the Russian invasion of Ukraine and 2 October. 

https://euaa.europa.eu/latest-asylum-trends-asylum
https://euaa.europa.eu/publications/analysis-asylum-and-temporary-protection-eu-context-ukraine-crisis-24


 

Indian nationals among the largest applicant groups

Afghans were, overall, the largest applicant group in July (some 9 500), followed by Syrians (9 100). The
next largest groups were Pakistani and Turkish nationals (3 800 each), Venezuelans (3 700), and
Colombians (3 600). Indian nationals (2 900) and Tunisians (2 400) lodged the most monthly applications
on record, i.e., since at least 2014. 

Applications for international protection by Russians (1 200) remained relatively high in July. While the
number of monthly Russian applications had doubled in March – immediately following the beginning of the
Russian invasion of Ukraine – the monthly numbers have since remained steady. Between January and
July 2022, EU+ countries have received around 7 300 applications by Russian nationals. It is too early to
say what impact the partial mobilisation announced by the Russian authorities in September will have on
applications in EU+ countries.

https://euaa.europa.eu/news-events/russian-invasion-results-record-asylum-applications-ex-soviet-bloc-nationals


 

The most unaccompanied minors since 2015

Applications by self-claimed unaccompanied minors reached a new high in July, at close to 3 700. This was
up by 14 % from June and is the highest monthly total since December 2015. With one in every six Afghan
applicants claiming to be an unaccompanied minor, Afghans remained by far the largest group in this
context. 

A new EUAA report on Afghan nationals in transit countries found that every one in four Afghans arriving in
Italy in recent months claimed to be an unaccompanied minor. Increases in unaccompanied minors from
Syria, Somalia and Eritrea were also recorded, while numbers stayed relatively high for nationals of Egypt,
Morocco, and Tunisia.

Subsidiary protection almost as frequent as refugee status

The EU+ recognition rate3 was 41 % in July, which was lower than in May and June, but in line with the
average for the first half of 2022. The slight majority of positive decisions which granted refugee status (54
%) meant that a relatively large share of positive decisions granted subsidiary protection (46 %). Within the
latter share, most positive decisions on Syrian applications and nearly all on Ukrainian cases granted
subsidiary protection.

While the number of decisions at first instance in July (53 800) decreased slightly compared to June, these
remain at their highest levels in two years. However, applications continued to outpace decisions. As a result,
some 511 300 cases were pending at first instance at the end of July 2022.

 
For more information and an interactive data visualisation, please visit the Latest Asylum Trends page.

 

https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/2022-09/2022_09_Afghanistan_Mobility_Trends.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/lats


Any further information may be obtained from the European Union Agency for Asylum’s Press Office
at the following email addresses:

Press Office: press@euaa.europa.eu 
Andrew McKinlay, Press Officer: andrew.mckinlay@euaa.europa.eu 
Anis Cassar, Spokesperson: anis.cassar@euaa.europa.eu 

1

EUAA EPS data are preliminary and might differ from validated official statistics submitted to Eurostat at a
later stage. Eurostat data are used in the annual EUAA Asylum Report. The total EPS numbers include an
approximation for one EU+ country and may change after data updates.

2

European Commission, Migration and Home Affairs, Temporary protection, 21 April 2022.

3

This refers to the recognition rate for EU-regulated forms of protection (refugee status and subsidiary
protection) at first instance.
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