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Peru: EUAA reports on political and economic
challenges for the first time as asylum
applications increase

il

The European Union Agency for Asylum (EUAA) has published its first
Country of Origin Information (COIl) report on Peru, providing an
overview of the relevant key issues for international protection claims
from the country.

Peru has been experiencing successive political crises, culminating recently in the
December 2022 removal of President Pedro Castillo and his replacement by
interim President Dina Boluarte. Protests against Castillo took place in early 2022
against the administration’s economic policies in the context of rising inflation
and an increased cost of living. However, after Castillo’s ousting, large-scale
protests erupted nationwide. Clashes between security forces and
protesters have injured over a thousand people and killed more than



sixty.

Human Rights-focused organisations have reported on the use of excessive force
by security forces, with investigations rarely leading to punishment. The country
is characterised by a lack of trust in the government, problems of
corruption, and repeated political turmoil.

Several criminal organisations operate in Peru with drug trafficking, extortion,
kidnapping, human trafficking for sexual exploitation and contract
killings, being the most common crimes. Security forces remain hampered by
resource challenges. Indigenous leaders, environmental activists, and human
rights defenders have all been targeted by criminals linked to drug trafficking
and illegal resource extraction. In addition, journalists have also been frequently
attacked. Finally, the national economic situation in Peru remains a key
challenge, as the government struggles to regain political stability.

International Protection situation for Peruvian nationals

In relation to Peruvian claims for international protection in the EU+, between
January and June 2023, Peruvians lodged 12 000 applications in the EU+
making them the twelfth largest group of applicants for international protection.
The level of Peruvian applications doubled compared to the first half of 2022.
Indeed, during this period, Peruvian applications increased from 1 400 in January
to 2,300 applications in June, which forms part of a longer-term trend of increased
applications going back five years, only interrupted by COVID-19. During the first
half of 2023, the majority of applications were lodged in Spain (65%).

The EU+ recognition rate for international protection was around 4 % during
the first half of 2023, and 5 % in 2022. At the end of June 2023, there were 20
000 Peruvian cases awaiting first instance decisions, which represents a
significant 170 % increase compared to the end of June 2022.

Download the COI Report - Peru Country Focus

Background

The EUAA regularly updates its Country of Origin Information reports, which
provide accurate and reliable up-to-date information on third countries to support
EU+ national authorities involved in migration and international protection


https://euaa.europa.eu/publications/peru-country-focus

procedures.

Any further information may be obtained from the European Union
Agency for Asylum’s Press Office at the following email addresses:

e Press Office: press@euaa.europa.eu

e Andrew McKinlay, Press Officer: andrew.mckinlay@euaa.europa.eu

e Anis Cassar, Spokesperson: anis.cassar@euaa.europa.eu
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