Belgium
National developments in 2024

Migration and asylum featured prominently in the agenda of the Belgian Presidency of the Council of the EU in the
first half of 2024, during which the Pact on Migration and Asylum was finalised and adopted.' Several high-level
meetings were organised, for example to re-iterate the need for greater convergence in laws and practices across
Member States,? to discuss the operationalisation of the Pact,® multistakeholder models in the context of
reception,* building an effective identity management in the field of migration, and returns and reintegration.®

Belgium proactively initiated the process of drafting a National Implementation Plan for the Pact. The Secretary of
State for Asylum and Migration established a national Steering Group in April 2024, bringing together stakeholders
at the federal level and reaching out to regional administrations on an ad hoc basis for issues related to their
competencies. The draft of the new Migration Code was presented in January 2024 under the previous
government,® and the way forward on aligning the provisions with the Pact and adopting the draft is to be decided
by the new government.

The number of applications increased again in 2024 and secondary movements remained a major issue for
national authorities. Secondary movements consist of a large number of applicants covered under the Dublin Ill
Regulation and applicants who already have an international protection status in another Member State. The latter
group accounted for 14% of all applicants in Belgium in 2024. Against this background, one of the objectives of the
Proactive Return Policy Law was to increase the efficiency of returns and Dublin transfers, for example by creating
special return and Dublin places in reception, establishing in law proactive coaching to prepare for a transfer or
return, the duty to cooperate in the transfer or return, and clarifying the responsibility for taking a decision for
extending the transfer period in Dublin cases. The law also underlines that children cannot be detained.”

Each organisation involved in the asylum procedure pursued its efforts for increased efficiency and quality. The
Immigration Office moved registrations to a new location and developed a new brochure and website to provide
information on the application process.® The CGRS finalised and evaluated its project (Tabula Rasa) on increasing
efficiency and quality in its workflow and, at the beginning of 2025, launched a new project (Prisma) based on the
lessons learnt, recruited new staff and implemented a fast-track procedure for a number of specific nationalities.
Fedasil launched a new public tender framework for reception.® CALL increased its capacity with asylum appeals
by assigning cases to judges and legal professionals who worked previously on migration cases.

A new law established a specific procedure to apply for admission with the Immigration Office to stay on the
grounds of statelessness, which impacted the organisation of the CGRS, its tasks (for example within the COI unit)
and added specific tasks on appeals for CALL.™

Despite the heavy workload, the CGRS made it a priority to continue with its projects on applicants with special
needs, including applicants with physical and mental vulnerabilities, training on gender and children, issuing new
guidelines on applications due to sexual violence and establishing a new follow-up procedure for FGM/C cases.

The reception system continued to be saturated, despite efforts to create more capacity and reaching a new record
of 36,000 reception places in 2024." The Belgian state had been condemned for more than 10,000 instances in
several court rulings when single males could not be accommodated immediately,'? with litigation on various
aspects ongoing throughout the year. The EUAA provided support in reception through its operational plan.®
Fedasil continued with its project on making reception facilities and support more child-friendly through AMIF-
funded projects." Due to the pressure on the asylum and reception systems, the State Secretary decided to pause
the country’s resettlement programme in June 2024. Several legislative changes were enacted to address aspects
that contribute to saturating the reception system. For example, the end of the right to material reception
conditions is now linked to a final negative decision on an asylum application and not to the notification of an order
to leave the territory (which was taken at a later stage).' Applicants with a professional income in a reception
facility must contribute to the reception costs, and a new Royal Decree established stronger monitoring and
sanctions mechanism for the implementation of this rule.

The rules for family reunification were also
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conditions, expanding family reunification for
people with a residence permit on the
grounds of statelessness and adjusting the
determination of minority to recent CJEU case
law."”


https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/20_european_council_on_refugees_and_exiles_ecre.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/21_european_network_on_statelessness.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/27_group_for_the_abolition_of_female_genital_mutilation_gams_belgium.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/27_group_for_the_abolition_of_female_genital_mutilation_gams_belgium.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/27_group_for_the_abolition_of_female_genital_mutilation_gams_belgium.pdf

EUROPEAN UNION AGENCY FOR ASYLUM

Belgium

Key indicators for 2024

Rank by number of
asylum applications

6

Indicator

Asylum applications

Pending cases (Dec '24)

First instance decisions

Refugee status

Subsidiary protection

Negative

2024

39,206

43,093

29135

13,823

512

14,800

Rank per capita (applications Share of applications Recognition
per 1M inhabitants) in EU+ rate
5 3.9% 49%

2023 % change

35,248 4p
39,429 4
25,613 4
11,054 4d

382 4

14177 =

Evolution of asylum applications, 2023-2024

4,000
3,000
2,000

1,000

o]
Jan 2023 Apr 2023

Jul 2023

Oct 2023

1%

9%

14%

25%

34%

4%

Top 3 countries of origin

Palestine (15%), Syria (14%), Afghanistan (9%)

Palestine (14%), Syria (11%), Tuirkiye (8%)

Afghanistan (16%), Palestine (12%), Syria (11%)

Palestine (22%), Syria (18%), Eritrea (15%)

Yemen (44%), Syria (31%), Sudan (5%)

Afghanistan (19%), Congo (DR) (5%), Colombia (5%)

Jan 2024 Apr 2024 Jul 2024 Oct 2024

For more developments, please consult the Asylum Report 2025 and the National Asylum

Developments Database.


https://euaa.europa.eu/asylum-knowledge/asylum-report
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
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