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Press Release: European Parliament Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs visits EASO
On 18-19 July 2016, a delegation from the European Parliament’s Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs visited the European Asylum Support Office (EASO) in Malta to discuss EASO’s work in the hotspots and EASO’s strategic and operational priorities. 
Yesterday, for the first time, a delegation of three MEPs from the European Parliament’s Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs, together with Maltese MEP Dalli, paid a visit to the headquarters of the European Asylum Support Office (EASO) in Malta. The delegation took part in discussions on the strategic and operational priorities of EASO, including in the context of the Common European Asylum System, the relocation programme and the hotspots in Italy and Greece. Further they also exchanged views on the proposed new EASO Regulation. 

Commenting on the proposal, EASO’s Executive Director Jose Carreira said: “This visit is particularly welcome at a time when we are thinking about how we can step up our capacity to deal with the major migration challenges on both Greek and Italian soil. The newly proposed (draft) EASO Regulation should help in increasing EASO’s human and financial resources and enable EASO to be more operational and better equipped to assist Member States in need. We therefore count on the European Parliament to show support for this new Regulation.” 
During the visit to Malta, the LIBE delegation also met with Hon. Carmelo Abela, Maltese Minister for Home Affairs and National Security. Also on the programme was a visit to the Maltese Agency for the Welfare of Asylum Seekers, and to a reception centre in the south of the country.

Any further information on EASO may be obtained by contacting Mr. Jean-Pierre Schembri on the following e-mail address: jean-pierre.schembri@easo.europa.eu  (follow us live on twitter @EASO).  
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