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Disclaimer

Thisreport was writtenby EAS@ccording to the EASO COI Report Methodology (2018¢ report
is based on carefully selected sources of information. All sources used are referenced.

The information contained in this report has been researched, evaluated and analysed with utmost
care. However, this document does not claim to be exhaestiva particular event, person or
organisation is not mentioned in the report, this does not mean that the event has not taken place
or that the person or organisation does not exist.

Furthermore, this report is not conclusive as to the determinatiomerit of any particular
application for international protection. Terminology used should not be regarded as indicative of a
particular legal position.

YWwSTFdZASSQ: WNAATQ YR AAYAELFNI GSN¥YAy2t238 | NB
applied in the EU Asylum Acquis, the 1951 Refugee Convention and the 1967 Protocol relating to the
Status of Refugees.

Neither EASO nor any person acting on its behalf may be held responsible for the use which may be
made of the information contained irnis report.

The drafting of this report was finalised on 8 December 20&ire information on the reference
period for this report can be found in tHatroduction

1EASO, EASO Country of Origin Information (COIl) Report Methodology, Jung2019,


https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Report_Methodology.pdf

Glossary and Abbreviations

AAN Afghanistan Analyst Network

ACB Afghanistan Cricket Board

AIHRC Afghanistanndependent Human Rights Commission
ANDSF AfghanNationalDeferce and SecurityFForces

ANJU Afghanistan National Journalists Union

AUAF AmericanUniversity of Afghanistan

IDP Internally Displaced Person

IEA Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan

IED Improvised explosive device

ISKP Islamic State Khorasan Province

MoD Minister of Defence

Mol Minister of Interior

NRF National Resistance Front

NSIA I ¥ 3K I yMatoddl Sfafislics anthformation Authority
SFSA Seasonal Food Security Assessment

SJSU San Jose State University

UXxo Unexploded ordnance




Introduction

The purpose of this report is to provide informaticeievant for international protection status
determination. The report contains information aevelopments in Afghanistan after the Taliban
takeover on 15 August 202itil 8 Decemier 2021

The content of this report differs frorie previousEASQ@eport on Afghanistarcovering the

security situatiorin the country, which had as aainfocuson the conflict dynamics. As the conflict
between the previous Afghan government and the Talibanenment cannot be described as
ongoing, and as the conflicelated violence levels haveaturallychangedthe current topics of
interest for international protection status determination anmew ratherlinked tothe Talibaf a
government formationpolicy makingand policy implementatioyas well ago the situationunder
Taliban rule fothe generalpopulationand for some specific groups or profil&ecurity incidents
andviolence related to resistance, insurgent groups, terrorism and similar elements hawever,
been included in the chapters covering the general security situation.

This report does not cover events after 8 December 2021. However, as regards themsiaiati
women it should be noted thain 26 December 202the Ministry for the Promotion of Virtue and
Prevention of Viceeportedlyissued a guidance saying that women should not be offered transport
of more than 45 miles (72 kilometres) if unaccompanie@ lrjose male relative and calling on
drivers to not offer rides to women that are not wearing hifab.

Methodology

This reportwas drafted by EASO and quality reviewed by relevant departments in Member States
mentioned in theAcknowledgemensection,in line with the EASO COI Report Methodology (2019)
and the EASO COI Writing and Referencing Style Guide £2019).

Sources

In accordance with the EASO COI Report Methodology the content of this report reliearayeaf
different opensource materiglas well as interviews with sourcbetween 8 and 11 November
2021.Several of the oradources interviewed for this repohave beenanonymisedupon their own
request For additional information, see ttibliography

Limitations in monitoring developments in Afghanistan

Analysingpreliminary findings

The political situation and conflict dynamics radically changed in Afghanigtan the US withdrew
their forces and théormer government collapseih mid-August, leading to the Talibaaking
powerand reinstaing the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IER)eTerms of Referencihat formed
the basis ofthe report structure, contain questions relatetb the type of state and rule that may be
established under the Taliban, and how it will impact the everyday life of the Afghan peuple
certain groups of the populatior8ich forward looking questions are impossible to answer with

2EASO, EASO COI Report: Afghanis&acurity situation update, September 2021yrl

3 AFP, No trips for Afghan women unless escorted by male relative: Taliban, 26 December 2021 avaitgbl
RFE/RL/Gandhara, Afghan Women Banned From Making Trips Unless Escorted By A Chaperone, 26 Deceamiber 2021,
4EASO, EASO CourtfyOrigin Information (COI) Report Methodology, June 20119,

5EASO, Writing and Referencing Guide for EASO Country of Origin Information (COI) Reports, Jurie 2019,


https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_09_EASO_COI_Report_Afghanistan_Security_situation_update.pdf
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20211226-no-trips-for-afghan-women-unless-escorted-by-male-relative-taliban
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-woman-banned-travel-chaperone/31626822.html
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Report_Methodology.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Writing_and_Referencing_Guide.pdf

certainty at this stag, mainly due to a great information gap on the situation in the country and on

GKS ¢l ftA0lyQa AyiliSyidAaz2yazr odzi Ffaz2 RdzS (G2 GKS 4N
undergoes at the time of writing. During an EASO organised seminar loanistan on 23

November 202 1three expert speakers, independent of each other and with different fields of

interest, stressed that it is too early to draw dfityal conclusions about the situation in Afghanistan

or how it might unfold in the futuré.

Aganst the background of prevailing research limitations, this report demonstrates preliminary

findings on how Taliban rule has manifested itself since the takeover of Kabul but does not analyse
whether these findings are representative of the Taliban leadérA LIQ & A yolitey hedriggy & Yy 2 NJ
for the future.Forthe same reason the demonstrated security incidents and trends are events

known to EASO but should not be viewed as an exhaustive description of the current situation.

Media presence

During the dréting period, purnalismwasfacingmajor challengesn Afghanistan. Consequentlye
possibilitesto cove the situation from abroadeduced significantlyOne of the main monitoring
challenges was the fact that a great number of international and jocahalists evacuated or fled
the country? A number of international media outlets withelv their correspondentsluring the
evacuation efforts in the last weeks of August 2@2tirelied onmonitoringthe situation from
abroad.However, there were interational correspondents that stayed in the country, returned or
took up duties in Afghanistan after the evacuatiyrisut in some cases it remained unclear whether
international mediahad reporters on the ground or redd on freelancers.

The bcalmedialandscapevasseverely affected by the Taliban takeoyboth by restrictions on
media freedom and financial problensA significant number of media outlets stogd operating
after the takeover! In mid-September thdnternational Federation of dwnalists (IFJ) estimate

that at least 153 media organisations had ceased operatf@ar thatabout 1300localjournalists
remairedin Afghanistan, primarily in KabtlThe availability of sources on the ground and relevant
open source material was pacted by local journalists fleeing or going into hidfngs well as

6 Dam,B., investigative journalisg i | G SYSy G YIRS G 9! {hQa KE@oNAR aSvYyayl
GreeceBerg HarpvikerK.,research professor ®#RI0staterSy' i YIRS & 9! {hQ&d K&@oNAR a
November 2021, Athens, Gree@hapourw @ Fy I f&ad G !'!1bx &dl (i - R

23 November 2021, Athens, Greece

7RSF, RSF seeks UN Security Council meeting lanobljgurnalists in Afghanistan, 18 August 20@d;, CNN, The media
spotlight in Afghanistan is about to dim as journalists evacuate, 20 Au@&t |

8 See for instance: CNN, CNN correspondent Clarissa Ward boards flight out of Afghanistan, 20 August Q0R,,
Clarissa Ward returns to Kabul just a month after Taliban takeover, 28 Septembeug@p3iine Engel Rasmussen,
[Twitter], posted on: 15 September 202ir]; Washington Post (The), Kabul airport chaos: How the Washington Post team

escaped Talibanontrolled Afghanistan, 20 August 2026T 2 F a KAy 32y t 2ald 0¢KS0OX vagly | &aj
George about reporting on the Taliban, 11 October 2Qefl,

9 CNN, The media spotlight in Afghanistan is about to dim as journalists evacuate, 20 Augustl2021,

10 ArianaNews, Cripplingconomy closing Afghan media outlets, 11 October 2081

UCNF yOSuns ! FAKIyAallyQa YSRALF Sy SNREulTOSOnary, pighamsMediadzy RS NJ ¢ | f
Activity Faces Sharp Decline: Report, 3 October 2021TOLOnews, Jourligts Call for Access to Official Information, 18
October 2021url

121F], Afghanistan: Attacks to the media escalate as Taliban control takes hold, 17 Septemhen 2021,

BDdzF NRAIY 6¢KS0X ¢lFfAokyQa NBGdNY WOl GFaduNRPLIKSQ FT2N 2
BLCWIZ ! FAKFIYAAGlIYY Ga9@SNE YAydziS L FSIo G6KSe gAtft



https://rsf.org/en/news/rsf-seeks-un-security-council-meeting-plight-journalists-afghanistan
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/08/20/media/journalists-leave-afghanistan-reliable-sources/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/world/live-news/afghanistan-taliban-us-news-08-20-21/h_d5bae038df70f1acbb808bb8a719987d
https://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2021/09/28/afghanistan-taliban-kabul-university-ward-newday-intl-ldn-vpx.cnn
https://twitter.com/SuneEngel/status/1438064730518794242
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/08/20/kabul-airport-journalists-evacuation/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/10/11/questions-kabul-afghanistan-taliban/
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/08/20/media/journalists-leave-afghanistan-reliable-sources/index.html
https://ariananews.af/crippling-economy-closing-afghan-media-outlets/
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20210824-afghanistan-s-media-enters-the-unknown-under-taliban-rule
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-174892
https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan-175078
https://www.ifj.org/media-centre/news/detail/category/press-releases/article/afghanistan-attacks-to-the-media-escalate-as-taliban-control-takes-hold.html
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/sep/14/talibans-return-a-catastrophe-for-journalism-in-afghanistan
https://www.ifj.org/media-centre/news/detail/category/press-releases/article/afghanistan-every-minute-i-fear-they-will-try-to-find-and-kill-me.html

financial drawbacks that left many without an income, forcing journalists to search for other
employments'® Especially repoimgon events taking plac& other areas thafKabulwassparse®

Source assessment

As the possibilities to cover the situation redu¢edeportingon Taliban interactions with the
Afghan populatiorwas limited, and irmanycases tenddi 2 6 S W I8 FakehB& Girculatddp
and social media are frequentlyused as a source by many reporters. Twitter was, for instance,
frequently used as a source to report on Taliban p&lisrich made it difficult to assess whether
the statements were official, verify the source, and identify nuances in stated policy changes. In
some cases, dubious information was even republished by major newspaensilarly, some fake
social media acamts akinto established media spread false informatibas well as fake social
media accountsvere attributed to former and incumbent government officigfsA related issue
was journalists reporting from abroad who shared information on claiateacities and violations
by the Taliban on social medi&The possibilities to verify circulating information and track the
original or primary sources were limited.

It should also be taken into account that much of the reporting on Afghanistan duendy&fting

period came from Western media outlets, US media in particular, and from reporters mainly working

from outside Afghanistan. Furthermore, there was a concentration of reports on events in Kabul. In

Fy FNIAOES o6& Ly idSNYINER,3gme ournaldtszaiking imAfghiaaistan bréi ¢ 2 NJ
the region pointed out that th reporting situation left room for errors and misrepresentatidh

also noted problematic narratives and language resonating in many re@suting in

sensationalisig content stemming from biases and a lack of cultural and contextual

understanding®In thisreportz: ONR &a OKSOlAy3d Kl & 6SSy O2yRdz0GSR
Methodology, checking information in Western media with local sources as far as possible efowev
assessing the reliability of local media reports also became increasingly complex. Still operating

media outlets and journalists reportedly adjusted to the new conditions under TalibaA® fede

instance, this auld be noticed ina general decreasef@otentially provocative content, as well as

15 KhaamaPress, Degeneration of journalism, Afghan journalist making bricks to feed family, 01 OctoberrR021,
RFE/FL/Gandhara, As AfghandiéeStruggles Under Taliban, Jobless Journalists Grow Desperate, 11 Octoberl2021,

16 |nternational Crisis Group, Tlaéin Rule Begins in Afghanistan, 24 August 2021Afghanlaw professor,online

interview,9 November 2021This source is not based in Afghanistahriemains in contact with personal contacts on the
ground. The source has extensive experience of academic researichenralia the Afghan justice system. The source
wishesto be anonymous.

17RSF, RSF seeks UN Security Council meeting on plightnafigia in Afghanistan, 18 August 202il; CNN, The media
spotlight in Afghanistan is about to dim as journalists evacuate, 20 August2021,

18|nternational Crisis Group, Taliban Rule Begins in Afghanistan, 24 Augusti2021,

19 Deadline, Afghanistan Has lts Own Fake News Prob®pecial Reqrt, 20 September 202Lrl; France24, Fake photo

of new Afghan central bank chief goes viral, 21 September 20P1,

20 See for example: BBC, Afghanistan: Taliban deputy denies reports of leaderships row in new video, 15 September 2021,
url; New York Times (The), At Afghan Universities, Increasing Fear That Women Will Never Be Allowed Back, 27 September
2021,url; RFE/RIGandhara, Taliban Defense Minister Admits To Revenge Killings Despite Amnesty, 23 September 2021,
url

21New York Times (The), At Afghan Universities, Increasing Fear dhanAWill Never Be Allowed Back, 27 September
2021,url; NPR, Kabul University chancellor says female students will be allowed, but segregated, 2 Octohel 2021

22 Deadline, Afghanistan Has Its Own Fake News Prob@pecial Report, 20 September 202,

23 pajhwok Afghan Newdens of fake social media pages attributed to high profile figures, 18 October2D21,

24 See for example: Bilal Sarwary, [Twitter], posted on: 25 October 2021,

25 1INET, Report responsibly on Afghanistan with this advicetdb&@021 url

26 RSF, RSF seeks UN Security Council meeting on plight of journalists in Afghanistan, 18 Auguist 2021,

10



https://www.khaama.com/degeneration-of-journalism-afghan-journalist-making-bricks-to-feed-family-547457/
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-unemployed-journalist-media/31503797.html?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-asia/afghanistan/taliban-rule-begins-afghanistan
https://rsf.org/en/news/rsf-seeks-un-security-council-meeting-plight-journalists-afghanistan
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/08/20/media/journalists-leave-afghanistan-reliable-sources/index.html
https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-asia/afghanistan/taliban-rule-begins-afghanistan
https://deadline.com/2021/09/taliban-afghanistan-fake-news-media-propaganda-1234838702/
https://www.france24.com/en/tv-shows/truth-or-fake/20210921-fake-photo-of-new-afghan-central-bank-chief-goes-viral
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58555234
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/27/world/asia/taliban-women-kabul-university.html
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-revenge-killings/31475124.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/27/world/asia/taliban-women-kabul-university.html
https://www.npr.org/2021/09/28/1041102167/afghanistan-women-university-taliban-education?t=1634134526554
https://deadline.com/2021/09/taliban-afghanistan-fake-news-media-propaganda-1234838702/
https://pajhwok.com/2021/10/18/tens-of-fake-social-media-pages-attributed-to-high-profile-figures/
https://twitter.com/bsarwary/status/1452615944761716743
https://ijnet.org/en/story/report-responsibly-afghanistan-advice
https://rsf.org/en/news/rsf-seeks-un-security-council-meeting-plight-journalists-afghanistan

increased content praising the Talib&mA tendency to slf-censorshipcould also be noted® In

addition, the Taliban issued 11 guidelines for journalists which included rules aggiicstin

conflictwithL af 'Y 2NJ WAy adzZ GAy3 yFridAz2ylt LISNR2YyFfAGASE
reports in coordination with the interis 2 @S Ny Y Sy (i Q & HumarrRights \BalcF A O S @
RSAONAOSR (GKS&S NHzZ Sa |4 wadzZ¥20ingsoyrdad 8 RA I T NS
vague that they in practice prohibited any critical reporting about the Tafiban

Ida'y

Decrease in relevant repoitg

There were a number of sources that stopped publishing or updating material that previossly ha
been important to COI production on Afghanistan. Example the following sources or products
stopped publishing public material during the reference period:

¢ ! ¥F3KI yMatiohdl Sftafsiics and Information Authority (NS1A)
1 Reports on protection oficilians in armed conflict bihe United Nations Assistance Mission
in AfghanistafUNAMA??
1 Report of theOffice of the High Commissioner of Human Rights (OHEHR)
! Long War Journal mapping Taliban control in Afghaniétan
T ¢KS bSg |, 2N] ¢ANSEREpoPTIKIY 2 NI/ |
1 Voice of Jihad (Taliban official website)
1 RiV(Reduction in Violenceylonitoring®”
1 Reportaly (resumed in early November 20%1)
T ' YyAGSR {GFGSa 5 S (USDADYRepoits 08 Enhahichg Seyudity aDc Stability

in Afghanista#?

The Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) is also a source frequently used in
previous EASO COI products. ACLED continues their coding of events, but experiences increased
difficulties in sourcing events.

Furthermore, there were no active monitoring bodies reporting from Afghanjstaich limited the

possibilities to monitor human rights violations or other misconduct. On 18 Septeh®2dithe
Afghanistarindependent Human Rights Commission (AIHRC) issued a statement in which it said that

it could not carry out its functionas alllofh OS & KIFR 0SSy WwW200dzZLJASRQ o6& ¢
AIHRC stated that they were hindered in carrying out their duties as they had little confidence in the
Taliban government respecting the mandate of AIHRC or female staff mefbers.

27BBCHow Afghanistan's media is changimgder Taliban rule21 August 2021url; RFE/RL/Gandhara, Fewer women, No
OYGSNIFAYYSyGY YlodzZ Qa aSRAIF {OSyS ¢NHyaFT2Nya ! FAGSNI ¢t A0l
2New York Times (Thél S NBE G KAY 3 / KFEy3aSR h@SNYyAIKGQY ! FAKFY wSL2 NI SNE
2021,url

29New York Times (The), New Taliban Guidelines Stir Fear About the Future of Press Freedom, 23 Septemaber 2021,

30HRW, Afghanistan: Taliban Severely Restrict Media, 1 October 2021,

31 Afghanistan. National Statistics and Information Authority (NSIA), [official website inaccessible]

32UNAMA, Reports on the Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, 2021,

33 OHCHR, Human RighReports OHCHR/UNAMA, nudl,

3C5504 [2WZ albLIAyYy3 ¢+FfAGrLY /2YuiINEE Ay ! FIAKFEYAAUGLYZ mp { SLJ
35New York Times (The), The Afghan War Casualty Report, 5 Augusur2021,

36 Voice of Jihad, [official website inaccessible]

37RiV Monitoring, [nomepage], last updated: 12 August 2Q2I1,

38 Reportrly, [nomepage], n.dyrl

39USDOD, Publications, n.dt|
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1. Talibangovernance

1.1 Reinstating the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan

1.1.1Announcement and international recognition

Following the sudden collapse of the formgavernment of Afghanistadand theTalibantakeover

of the capital Kabul on 15 August 2621he Taliban announced the reestablishment of thlamic

Emirate of Afghanistan (IE®)which waspreviouslyin power in Afghanistan between 1996 and

20014 In October 2021, th&alibancalled onAfghanmediato refer to them as théEAandnot to

use terms likdi KS W¢ I £ A6y 3 NP teyifarther Sthiddibat thely cohtrdledthe OG A 2 y Q
entire territory of Afghanistan and provideservice to the peoplé’

The Taliban searched for international recognitionwad as assistand® avoid ahumanitarianand
economicdisasterin Afghanistarf® However, 0 countryofficially recognised theBA?®, andthe UN
NBFSNNBR (2 GKS ¢ f A o%¥¥et dore ciukuSes R Beir Erhba@ssies @peh dzii K 2 N
in Kabul] for instance China, Pakistan, Russia, Iran and Qatdrsome engaged with the announced

interim governmen®! Some of the more notabliitial interactions with other states were the

meeting between a US delegation and the Taliban representative in Doha, Qatar, on 10 October

20212, Pakista® foreignministerQ vsit to Kabultwo weeks later, andfollowing talks with the

Taliban in Mosow,t NBaA RSy (i +f | RA YA khttheXnlbagh@night beyfemdver/ OS Y Sy (i
TNRY widraf@urénistigroups® UNAMAalsohad some initiainteraction with the interim

government>

TheUnited States Department of StatddSDOShdicated that®andid and professiorfadiscussions
were held in Dohan 9 and 10 October 202&n concerns related tsecurity, terrorism, safe
passagehuman rights, and humanitarian assistance, and reiter#ted the Taliban will be judged
onits actions, no y f & A &° RakigtaliRe@ninister vowedon 21 October 202that
Pakistan would provide humanitarian assistance, resume flights with Kabul and facilitate border
crossngtrade.>® On 2 November 2021ess than two weeks after this statemefakstan reportedly
reopened Chaman border to allow crossings from Afghaniafem a monthlong closuré’ As of 5
November 2021, the Afghan embassy in Islamalas reopenedpperatingwith former
governmentstaff.5®

In late October 2021 he Talibardeckredthat they met the conditions for international recognition,
as several stakeholders met with them, including the US, somddthber StatesRussia, China,

43 CSIS, The reason for the collapse of Afghan forces, 17 Augusu0p12
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2021,url
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Iran and Pakistaf?. The Express Tribunéowever reported thatPakistan, Russia, China and the US
hadagreed2 y | O2 y (praftidal dhdageyie@®ifh th&PTaliban buhadasked them to
follow ¥hoderate policieQandto Wo moreCbefore aformal recognition could beonsidered?®

1.1.2 Government formation

TheTaliban announced anterim government on 7 September 22 and two additional rounds of
appointmentsfollowed.?? As of 5 October 2021, thaterim government was composed of over 30
ministries® Lists of the appointments made can be foundAmnexl.

Allappointments to the interim government consisted of persons from within the Taliban
movement and manyserved in the government of the 1998/d-or instance, the appointed prime
minister, Muhammad Hasan Akhund, and his depAtydul Ghani Baradeheld various senior
positions during the previous Taliban rule. The appointed director of intelligédmlyl Hag Wasiq
was previously deputy directaf intelligence, and the appointed foreign ministdullah Amir Khan
Mutaqi previously srved asMinister ofInformation andQulture.5®

CdzNIIKSNX2NBzZ (GKS OFoAySia O2YLINRASR aSgEnMhdf LIS NE 2
also included thre out of five senior Taliban members that were held by the US in Guantanamo Bay

for over a decade and later exchanged for a US soldier inZdhey arethe Minister of

Information and CultureMullah Khairullah Khairkhathe Minister ofBorders andTribal Affairs,

Mullah Noorullah Nooriandthe Director of Intelligence Abdul Hag Wasiéf Fazl Mohammad

Mazloom served as Deputy Defence Minister in the interim government for a short period, and

Mohammab Nabi Omari was appointed governokKbbst provincé® They all participated in the

peace talks in Doha before the Taliban takeoVer.

wS3AFNRAY3I (GKS ¢Ff A0l yQa Hadganhnetwdrkiias iacjided iR thek | N SR =
interim government by the appointment &erajuddirHagganias Minister of Interior! Serajuddin

Haqqganihas been deputy leader of the Taliban since 20i5he meantime, members of the

Haqgani network arallegedly closely linked ta-Qaeda’? According to some sources;@beda

remained a threat in Afghanistan International Crisis Groymn the other handstressed thaal-
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60 Express Tribune (The), Taliban recognition unlike in near future, 11 Novembeug021,

61BBC, Hardliners get key posts in new Taliban government, 7 Sept@dtieurl

gl y A2t SNz adz ¢l fSolyQa OF NBGF{1SNI /| 6drdyz8dihullahy R 2 6 KSNJ & 8
Mujahid, [Twitter],posted on: 21 September 2021s; JustPaste.it, [informal translation

WLAtlFYAO 9YANIGSQa RSOfIINIGARZY 2y yS¢ LIWBAYGYSy(daQesz n hOi
BgLy A2t SNIZ adz ¢+t S0l yQapoidimedss, AAN, BO¢lobed2024ly S ' yR 2 G KSNJ &8,
G4van BijlerE a ®X ¢KS F20dzA 2F (KS ¢+ftSokyQa ySg I28SNYyYSyayY AyasS
2021,url

65 TOLOnewdlibatullahAkhundzaddo lead TalibanGovt,9 September2021, url

66 UN Security Council, Haqgani network, nuil;, UN Security Council, Mohammad Hassan Akhund,urld.,

67 New York Times (The), @nJailed in Guantanamo, 5 Taliban Now Face U.S. at Peace Talks, 26 Marngti 2019,

68 TOLOnewdlibatullahAkhundzaddo lead TalibanGovt,9 September2021, url

6 BBC, Hardliners get key posts in new Taliban government, 7 Septembeudp2dn. A 2f SNIZ a®dx ¢ f Sol yQa
Cabinet and other senior appointments, AAN, 7 October 2021 JustPastd, [informal

GNI yatlrdAaz2zy WLATFYAO 9YANIGSQa RSOt FNIYGAZ2Y 2yulySég | LILRAY I YS
7ONew York Times (The), Once Jailed infBramo, 5 Taliban Now Face U.S. at Peace Talks, 26 Marctug019,
“1TOLOnewdibatullahAkhundzaddo lead TalibanGovt,9 September2021,url

72New York Times (The), ISIS branch poses biggest immediate terrorist threat to evacuation in Kabul, 25 August 2021,

updated on 4 November 2024rl; WSJ, In TalibaRuled Afghanistan, Al Qaetdlinked Haqqgani Network Rises to Power,

26 August 2021yrl
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The appointmentso the interim governmentwere altmale’®, andmost were Pashtuns and
clericab.”® Some appointments includépersons from other ethmities than Pashturi§ such as
members from the Tajik Uzbek®, and Hazar® communities For exampleHaji Noor Uddin of
Tajikethnicitywas appointedacting minister of commercend his two deputies were also Ttk
Mawlawi Abdul Salam Hanaff Uzbekethnicitywas appointedsemnd deputy prime ministéf, and
Muhammad Hasan GhyasfiHazareaethnicity was appointedsecond deputy minister of public
health83

On 8 November 2021, thEalibanappointed newprovincialgovernors for BadakhshaBaghlan,
BamyanFarah Faryabh GhazniJawzjanKabul, Kunduz, Logavlaidan WardakNimroz Paktia,
Paktika, Sae Pu) UruzganandZabul and deputy governors ftive majority of theseprovinces.
Additionally,provincial police chiefaiere appointedior BaghlanBalkh, Farah, FaryaBGhor, Kabul,
Kunar Kunduz, Logagnd Takhar, and sedtrity chieffor the districts2 ¥ | Shddah@aied*

There were some reports on ethnic representation on local level, for instance in Bafvstich is

predominantly populatedy members of the Tajik communi®y. The governor and his deputy, the

security commander and his deputy (who is also head of intelligence), as well as all security

personnel (includingperationalTalibancommander reportedlycame fromthe local populatior?®

Furthermore, the Taliban appointed MdaviMahdi fromthe Hazara community as intelligence

chief for Bamyan provinda I KRA LINB @A 2dzaf e aSNWSR & I RAAGNROC
shadow governanc® According to thaVall Street Journal (WSJ)aMli was tasked to fill local

government positions in Bamyan provincehiehis predominantly populated by members of the

Hazara communitywith persons fronthe local populatior#®
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAm8AeO2G20
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1.1.3Political system

The Talibanlid not amouncein detailhow they intend togovernAfghanistannor which type of

political systenthey envisagd to adopt. Instead there was a tendency to refer to Sharia as the legal

system they were going to impo$&During thefirst press conference after the takeovydraliban

spokesmen said that the Talibanchehanged dring the past 20 years in terms of experience,

maturity ard vision, but that Afghanistawasstill a Muslim nation and that there euld be # strong

Islamic governmei@The Taliban also announced that thietendedto act on the basis of their

principles, religion and culture, and emphasised the importancefof I | YR GKF i Wy 20 KAY
3 Ayad L &fTHe ¥am®&da@ L7tAdg8si 2021, senior Taliban member Waheedullah
HashimitollRS dzi SN& G KIF G WgS Attt y20 RA&AOdzaa oKIF G (& LIS
Afghanistan because it@f S+ NX» LG A& a KPohtlkal andlystsomreyftiRg tieK I G A & A
issue claimed thathe ideal state of theTalibanwas highly centralizedvith laws and policy being

implemented nationwidé®

After the announcement of thenterim-government, he Talibardid notgive any time indicatiasion
how longit would hold officeor on what constitutional basis it would functidhOn 28 September
2021, the Afghan Ministrgf Justicepublished a statement in which the acting MinistérJustice

was said to have indicated to the Chinese ambassador that provisions fromortisétution of the

King Mohammad Zahir ergould ke enacted temporarily, except for content contradicting Sharia
flr g 2N WLINRYOALX 8% 2F GKS LathkrYAO 9YANIXGSQod

After the takeover he Talibardid not indicate that they wuld hold elections’® However, he official

aLl21 SaLISNAE2Y Qatnficd Buhail Shahekdid Inoff@liexclude this possibility as

hetold+ 2 A OS 2 T VOAUSINSeiceQhat thissue of electionsrould be determinedwhen
draftinganew constitution®” On the other handthe Taliban hae previously repeatedly refged

the idea of forming a government based on electi§hs the abovementioned interview with

Reutersa SYA2NJ ¢ f A0y YSYOSNI I FAKAYA &alFARYIKIG WiIKS

According to an article by United States Institute of Peace (USIP), the interim government was
WY2RStf SR 2y (KS &l Y S bétheaspirfux Raderand & piiméiriiristem dpdpn & 4 A
heading the government® Looking at its decisiemaking structure, the announced emirate could

be described as a religious theocrééyuled by the commander of believers and supreme leader

Mullah HaibatullahAkhundzad#?who hashadthe authority over the¢ | f A @olitigalQréligious

and military affairs since 2016. On 31 October 2021, after y&faassence from public view and

rumours of being deceasedkhundzadappeared in public and held a speech anahar city:®®

9 Rahimi,H. Opinion. What the Taliban may be getting wrong about Islamic governahdazeera?24 August 2021url;

WSJ, Taliban Commander Who Launched Bombings in Kabul Is Now a Police Chief in Charge of Security, 20 October 2021,

url; CNN, Taliban's religious police instructed to be more moderate, but vulnerable Afghans say bratigustiil being

meted out, 12 October 2021yl
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%BHussain, M2 ¢ f A0 Yy Qay, ®SsptdmBer 30ALr{Mibbdedhér,3/EB., What Does the Future Holds for the

New Taliban Government®|IR,13 September 2021rl

9% International Crisis GroyfwWho Will Run the Taliban Government, 9 September 2021,

95 Ministry of Justice, His Excellency Acting Minister Of Justice Met With The Chinese Ambassador, 28 Septenuiner 2021,

9% AP, Taliban form athale Afghan geernment of old guard members, 9 September 2021,

97VOA, Taliban Not Ruling Out Holding Elections, 16 September#021,

98 Mobasher, M. B., What Does the Future Holds for the New Taliban Government?, 13 Septembé&fIR0a1,

99 Reuters, Exclusive: Council may risfghanistan, Taliban to reach out to soldiers, pilots, 18 August 20P1,

100ySIP, For the Taliban, governing will be the hard part, 5 October 2024, 3

w523y | FIKEFYyAaGEyY 2KFEG A& ¢FfAoluyQa NBfAIA2dza ARS2f238KZI H
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HibatullahAkhundzaddo lead TalibanGovt, 9 September2021,url

103 Reuters, Taliban reclusive supreme leader appears, belaying rumours of his death, 31 Octoberl 2021,
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1.1.4. Capacityo run the state

Most persons appointed to the interim government weaxka clericalbackground and few seemed

to have any higher noreligious educational background or other competencies specifically related

to the post they were appointed® In a statement to media in September, the appointed Minister of

Higher EducatiomAbdul Bagi HaqgaBi & AR G KIF G dzyA@SNBRAGEe RS3INBSa o
Mullahsandthet I €t A0y Ay L2 éSN KI JS defe obevdd @ RighiechoolR SINB S >
RSANB ST o0dzii 1°W&Bordingts WSINER lapp&rded €edics had little experience of

managing ministries and government departméfftalthough many had experience of serving in

the previous Taliban governmetf.Other sources suggested thate Taliban do not have

experience of funding or personnel to deliver sophisticagesternment service¥2

In an interview by Vox, Haroun Rahimi, an assistant professor of law at the American University of
AfghanistanfAUAF)cd f SR G KS FLIRAYGYSyda | gl & 2F WRAAUGNR:
rather than making appointments on the basis of qualification. The same source stated that all
appointments made in Herat city and within the Ministry of Higher Education h&dybe Wdzy |j dzi £ A F A
Taliban members, primarily mullahs wigw known qualificationselated to their new positions.

TKS KSIFIR 2F (GKS /SyaNIt . Fyl LINBJA2Rabimiemost vy (KS
certainly lacked experience in monetaryligyg and interacting with the World Bartke

International Monetary FundIF) andthe international system of financé®> Omar Sadr, also

assistant professor at AUAF, pointed out to Al Jazeera that after 100 dalys redwrule the

economic policy oftte Taliban was still unclear, as well as how they indéehid addresdssues such

aspoverty and unemployment® Four employeesat financial institutiongold Associated Pres&\P

that Taliban officials lacked experience in banking or finaissaks:!! Oneof the interviewees told

APthat the Taliban did not understand the magnitude of the financial crisis, althoughaieé ot

expect them to understand international monetary poltmging® 3 dzZS NNA € £ || AR K G SNBE |
Afghan human riglst expert interviewed by EASO on 11 November 2@249 stated that the

Taliban did not realise the urgency of the situatand the need to conform witkomedemands to
reachinternationalassistancé’®! OO02 NRA Yy 3 (2 2 { Waitility gompahyywasa 0 | y Qa St
headed by a mullak*

There were sources that indicated that the Taliban seemed genuine and serious about maintaining

functioning ministries and delivering state servi¢eHowever, Afghan public services heavily
depended on foreign aidnd supportevenbefore the takeoverand the lack of foreign aid and

104yan BijlerE a®X ¢KS F¥20dza 2F GKS
2021urb+ 2 ESX 2 KFG GKS ¢LfAolyQa
105Said Sulaiman Ashna, [Tieif, 7 September 2021url
106\WSJ, Taliban Commander Who Launched Bombings in Kabul Is Now a Police Chief in Charge of Security, 20 October

2021,url
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2021,url

108 Al Jazeera, 100 days of the Taliban, 23 November 202 New York Times (Thé),K& G KS ¢l f Aol yQa wSLINB:
Women May Be More Tactical Than IdeologidaDctober2021,url
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110 Al Jazeera, 100 days of the Taliban, 23 November 20P1,

111 AP, The economy on the brink, Taliban rely on former technocrats, 19 Octoben2D21,

112 AP, The economy on the brink, Taliban rely on former technocrats, 19 Octoben2D21,

113 Afghan human rights expert, online intéew, 11 November 202T his source left Afghanistan as the Taliban took

power but remains in@mmunicationwith sources on the ground. The source monitor developments within the human

rights field through local sources in the country. The source wishbs tmonymous.

114WSJ, Taliban Commander Who Launched Bombings in Kabul Is Now a Police Chief in Charge of Security, 20 October

2021,url
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https://www.aljazeera.com/program/start-here/2021/11/23/100-days-of-the-taliban-start-here?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/04/world/asia/taliban-women-afghanistan.html
https://www.vox.com/22665508/taliban-afghanistan-prime-minister-supreme-leader-hassan-haibatullah
https://www.aljazeera.com/program/start-here/2021/11/23/100-days-of-the-taliban-start-here?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
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https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2021/10/16/afghanistans-taliban-led-future/
https://apnews.com/article/afghanistan-business-united-nations-economy-kabul-08db064b2e1d8986b3f731ae7f6589f4

support posed a great challenge tanfl public serviced!® The appointment of persons on UN

sanctions lists to the interim government further complicated the possibilitieshe Taliban

governmentto receive internationasupport!!’ Sanctions, lack of aid, frozen Central Bank reserves,

FYR Aaz2ftldAz2y 6SNB a2YS 2F (GKS FFOG2NAR GKIFG AYLN
govern, as social services were seveuglglerfunded andas the situation causea difficult

humanitarian situatiort!®

The Talibarcalled on former government financial workers to return to wétkand reportedly

made certain appointment® restore the financial systef?’ In theabovementionedinterview by

AP, four employees from financial institutions stated that the Taliban had commanded bureaucrats
from the Finance Ministry, Central Bank and other staened banks to reumework to cope with

the financial challengesicknowledging that theyid not have the expertise to manage the situation
themselves?

Another issue related to the capacitg run the state administrationvas that many qualified staff

YSYOSNE fSTlG GKS O2dzyiNE Ay ! dz3dza (3 '®@dcatging y3 | & A
to AP,among those who stayedll did not resume workanda department within the Finance

Ministry had shrunk from 250 employees to 50 employees during better d&yéSJ on the other

hand reported that most male workers at government ministhiesl returned to work!?* There

were also challenges in paying salaries to state emplolfées.

Despite the challenges outlined abovedrew H. Watkinssenior expert aSIPemphasised the

speed of theTaliban transitioroff S RSNE FyR FAIKIESNBR FTNRY Iy AyadzN
forming governmer®Watkinspointed out that theTalibanwithin two monthshad €xtracted oaths

of fealty or at least gestures of tacit acceptaffrem mostremainingpolitical leadersappointed an

interim government, established new security institutions in the citiedhad establishedontrol

over the borders, set customs, engaged in regional diplomacy, struck down the resistance in

Panjster, anddevoted resources to handiecurity clallenges such as ISKPIn a guest essay for

The New York Time&shley Jacksowrp-director of Centre for the Study of Armed Grougtated

that the Taliban had prepared for Western for¢esvithdraw for years although their

administration vasW NHzZRA IYNB/Q | Y R YWacksN@BnplasgSAR WXKRYNIPQ RAFTFSNB
between areas thahad been under Taliban influender longand that tend to be deeply

conservativeand more progressive areas that recerghw a shift of powerconcluding that there

were few indications bthe Taliba being equipped to govern the cities or the country as a whole on

their own?’

6 Terpstra, N., The 'new' Taliban regime in Afghanistan: different methods but the same politic@awoadrsation (The),
6 September 2021rl
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1.2 Stateinstitutions

1.2.1Government institutions and state service

During the years as an insurgency the Taliban established a slggl@mnance and a shadow court
system!'? For more informationotl KS a Kl R2¢g 2dza A0S &adNHzOGdzNBa o6ST¥F
report: Afghanistan. Criminal law, customary justice and informal dispute resolution

As they had thevhole state apparatuto manageafter the takeoveias well ashe need to provide
basic public servicganinitial approactseenedto be to incorporate elements of the existing civil
service into the new administratiot#®

Appointments were made to central ministri€sand within the provincial administratiof! The

most notable change from the previous government was thatMinistry forPromotion of Virtue

and Prevention ofVicewas reinstated. Under the previous Taliban rule ofithe main functions of

GKS 02Re glta (2 Sy¥2NDS %o appdinfnertsyverématiefal S NLINS
0§KS LINB@A2dza aAyAadNR 27T 2 2 YRsohd tokhd MinisinyNdr the o K 2 &
Propagation of Virtue and the Prention of Vicet*® Persons working for the previous administration

were asked to return to work®* However, many employees within the state administration

evacuated in August, some did not resume their jobs despite the general amnesty that was issued

after the takeover, and there were also reported issues in paying saldries.

Qi
S

Afghan banks started to reopen in Kabul on 25 August 2021, after being closed for more than a week

due to the takeovet¥* Initially there was a weekly withdrawal limit correspondind 290, but on 3

November the limit was raised to USD 480According to a reporby UNDP(United Nations

Development Programmédrom November 2021, cited by Reuters, banks had stopped extending

new credits, and noiperforming loans had almost doubléd 57 %in comparison to the previous

year.UNDP warned of possiblecollapse of the banking system within the coming months due to

the inability to repay loans, cash liquiditunchand lower deposits as about 262 ¥ ! F3KF yAa il y
deposits was expected to be lost by the end of 2&21.

Since the Taliban takeovienaintaining the electricity supply has been a major issue as power bills

have not been paidVSJ reported on Kabul facing blackouts in Oct@0&1, and the former chief
operatingoffice2 ¥ ! FAKF yAall yQa &Gl GSnekd® @anlingéntirdugichbi2 f & a i |
$90 million to stave off a collafst¥®
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On 22 September 202the DirectorGeneral ofWorld Health OrganisatioW(HO described the

Afghanhé f 6 K aeadsSy I & WYanlpointdSouttheNdutyih doBofFsupp@tietdinga S Q
to reduced operationsindhealth facilitiesshutting down According to the statemenonly 17%of
Sehatmandhealth facilite! FIKI YA &G Yy Qa o) wekkBuyduactiokdi Sindek LINR 2 S
then, there have been additional reports @deteriorating situation withinter alia, unpaidsalaries

to medicalpersonnel, shortages in medicsand equipment as well as a decreased access to

healthcare among womenpa a drop irrates ofskilled birth attendane.*#

Schoolseopened after the takeover?, except for secondary education for girls which renadin
closed in most parts of the count? Economic hardship also affected the educational sector, with
difficulties to pay salaries to teachers and other st&fAccording to TOLOnews0 %of private
education centres closed since the Taliban takeover, due to a significant decrease in sasoket
economic guation of Afghan families deterioratetf> Some private universities resumed their
activities and held graduation ceremonies, while public universities reportedly remained étbsed.

On 6 October 2021he passport distribution service reportedly begun in Ka3lin mid-November
there were reportsndicating that 1000 passports had been issued in seven provifitakhough
the passport distribution in Kabul halted due to technical isstf&®n 24 November 2021 the
Taliban announced that the passports would be issued in 10 more pro¥ify@asl o 5 December
they announced that the service would be provided 4 additional provinceand that the passport
service would soon resume in KabtHOnly passports of the previous government stykerev
issued, and accordirtg the acting General Directorf the Passport service, Alam Gul Haqgqgani,
people who had already registered online and paid for their passports would be prioritised.
According to another Taliban official 1800 online requests were registered before 15 August
2021, and once these pasgpowere issued Afghans would be able to register for new passports
(although in the former government style). Alam Gul Haggani further stated in October that
between 900000 and one million printed passports were available winolild be enough for the
coming eight to nine month&3?

For information on the justice systesee chapter 1.5

1.2.2Security institutions

Whenthe TalibanenteredKabulon 15 August2021,the groupwasestimatedto have 75000
militantsin Afghanistarwho causedhe collapseof the AfghanNationalDeferce and SecurityForces
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(ANDSFR20Onemonth later,the ¢ | f A @rryyhietof staff QariFasihuddineportedlyannounced
that they wereworkingto W ¥ 2aN@@ular"and”strong"l NJY'& Q ¢

As of 7 September 202the Talibanhad, inter alia appointeda Minister of Defence (MD), a
Director of Intelligence Affairs of the MoBMinister of Interior (Mol)a Deputy Mol for
Gounternarcotics, a Deputy Molfor Interior security and a l¢ad ofintelligence!®®

In Kabul City, Taliban fighters increasingly put on military unifé??#ss of 4 October 2021, the
number of Taliban forces in Kabuhsestimatedat about4 000men that weredeployed to provide
secuity as policemen. However, most themwere reportedlydressed in local traditional
clothing.*>’
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In September2021, Talibanofficialsmadepublic statementsindicatingW LJf tb igigrove
organizatiorandmarshalf A 3 Kaind®alld&deén membersrelatedto defence,interior and
intelligenceagenciego moveto military basest® On 11 November 2021, thEalibanestablished a
military court to deal with complaints against the Taliban military forces based on a decree of the
Supreme Leadef’Thet¢ | f A idtérigh @hinistry spokesperson, Qari Sayed Khosti, stated that a
training programme is underway, that professionals will be dggtbon all levels, and also called on
former police personnel to return to work?!

LYy hOG20SNI HaumMX . If1KUa I2FSNY2NE al gfl g6A v dzRNI
from different ethnic groups have been recruited into the Balkh militampsowho will provide
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According to BBC Pashto, on 8 November 2021T #iibanissued a degree that changed the names

of the previous army corp£ote Ordol as follows:

i f 2¢
yQ kN

1 Kabul Corpshangedo Kabul CentralCorps

209" Shaheen Corps in Mazetnanged tao Al-Fatha Corps

17" Pamir Corps in Kundehangedo Omary Corps

205" Attal Corps in Kandahahangedo Badar Corps

202 Silab Corps in Laghmahangedo Khalid Ibre Walid Corps
2039 Tander Corps iRaktiachangedo Mansouri Corps

207" Zafar Corps in Herahangedo Al-Farooq Corps

215" Maiwand Corps in Helmarahangedo Azm Corpg63
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On 11 November 2021, Bakhtar news agency ddedlawi Ataullah Omarithe commander of the
Al-Fatah Corps, stating that thEalibanmade the air forceperationalin Balkh province where the
majority of the former government air force pilots and technicians had returned to worklHaq
Aghasi was appointed as the commaizr of Balkh air forcé&*

1.3 Central control
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commandwere not fully cleart®® Several sources described the Taliban as decentralised and flexible,

which was areffective approach as an insurgency, but not necessarily an asset in their governance

causing inefficiency in decisionaking!®® As an effect, policy implementation differed depending on
geographical contexts, such as local stakeholéféran Afghanhuman rights expert confirmed this

and obseredthat statements in Kabujenerallywere not translated into action in all provinces, and

that there was not a uniform policy implementation across Afghanistan. According to the source

Taliban behaviouwascontextual, depending on the province aitd local dynamicg®
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organisation, hierarchical decisignaking, and policy coherence unusual for insurgencies, but did

also noteuneven policy implementation on local lev&i Although thelLayha charts’® of 2010

described the organisational structure as highly centralised withdmpn decisioamaking’?, the

USIPstudy concluded that policymaking and its application were influericéd t 2 OF £ ¢ € Aol y
WLISNE2Y Il f AGASAT LINGIWBatBethéySvarenbt ishiedddbhial lanid iofoyidt K A LIA Q
Fd 2F0Sy AYRAOIFIGSR o6& (KS -dulldd Alod yG2 wahly adzdi 4 S kX
movement had been prioritised befomherence' 2 An Afgharaw professor interviewed by EASO

on 9 November 202Xktatedthat the Taliban hd been very hesitant to compromise and givean

international demands and explainedisas a result of not wantintp risk creatingdiscontent risitg

FNRBY WiKS 062002YQ FY2y3 (KS FTAIAKGSNE® {K2gAy3d Ffi
challenge for the cohesion of the movement as fighteightLJS NOSA @S Tt SEAOAf A& 2\
cutting relations with other Islamist/Jihadi groupsincluding members of the previous government

looked at agV ¥ 2 NB A 3 yas dahiradicirii ta e narrative they were told when they were

mobilised to fight!"3

TheAfghan law professor separated tibel f A6 yQa O2yairaisSyoe Ay (G(KS &z
military sphere As an insurgency, the Taliban showdtmost unity(dn issues related tenilitary

strategy, ceasefire and mobilisation, ahalving &flat organsationalstructure did not hinder them

from acting coherently. However, when engagingadgialissues such as education or healthcare,

the composition othe movement containing several decentradid networks, were more notable

with local variatioss. With the Taliban in power, one could sdeetsame pattermwith cases of

164Bakhtar News, Air force of Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan started operating in Balkh, 11 Novemberl2021,
165DW, Afghanistan: What will the Taliban do without an enemy to fight?, 11 October @02Reuters, Taliban have their

work cut out to win hearts and minds in Kabul, 10 September 2021,
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167USIP, Insurgent Bureaucracy: How the Taliban Makes Policy, Novembeunr201.937

168 Afghan human rights expert, online interview, 11 November 2021

169USIP, Insurgent Bureaucracy: How the Taliban Makes Policy, Novembeunr201.937
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members, the latest version in 2010. S€ark, K., The Layha. Calling the Taleban to Account. Appendix 1. The Taleban

Codes of Conduct in English, AAN, 2@,

171 Johnson(T. H, Taliban narratives: the use and power of stories in the Afghanistafictpifurst & Company, London,

2017, chapter 8Clark, K., The Layha. Calling the Taleban to Account, AANug0p1.12
12ysIP, Inggent Bureaucracy: How the Taliban Makes Policy, November 261p, 37
173 Afghan lawprofessor, online interview, 9 November 2021
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Taliban members taking matters in their own hands, imposing their own versions of what the

Taliban should be doing as a government, despite what the official spokesperson or central

leadership saidThe sourcdurther describal high level fissures betweensouthern andaneastern

leaning of the movement, but also mentioned that thevasa lot of variation from province to

province, from city to city refleaigthe local Taliban leadershipccording to the source there could

be differenceseven on lower leveas theF A 3 K G SND & 2coudplayBE3otEey OS a

sourcesalso pointed atdeologicaldifferences between factionsithin the Talibad”, and tensiors
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approach'’®
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there werespeculations on internal competitioand irfighting!’” An anonymisedfghanistan

based securityanaly@ (2f R 5SdziaOKS 2SftfS 0520 GKIGO GKSNB ¢
military structures across the country. According to the source, such disputes were most visible in

Kabul as,dr example, several commanders came from different locations of Afghanistan, had

competing interests and claimed responsibility of the same area or,igsshieh caused disputes,

sometimes escalating into violené&.Another source, conflict expert Weeda Kran, told Foreign

Policy(FPXhat violence between rival factions became more public and calledsthenic State

Khorasan ProvincéSKPWI O2y @Sy ASy i aOl LIS3A2+GQ F2NI Fddl O &
strugglest’® An Afghan human rights egg also stated that alleged ISKP attacks could be a way of

disclosing political competition and competition of resources within the Tafi¥dbr. Melissa Kerr

Chiovenda, assistant professor of anthropology at Zayed University, told EASO on 9 Noverhber 202

that there had been some Taliban infighting in Bamyaccording to heit was uncleato people

what had actually happeneout there seemed to be issgef the Taliban in controlling foegoldiers

as well as rifts inside the movemefit. There werealsoseveral reports on Taliban fighters

subjecting civilians and journalists to violence, as wetloasluctinghouseto-house searches and

retaliation acts depite the general amnesty that was issued fomdib servedwithin the previous
government!®2Yet, it remaied unclear whether such acts were sanctioned by the leadership or

caused byalack of discipline or control in the chain of commaft

Although it was difficult to determine whether reported atrocities were systematic or not, there was
reportedlyroom for Tdiban fighters to act on their own initiative as they did not seem to face
punishment or angonsequence&* Taliban representatives made statements in which they
acknowledged that Taliban fighters sometimes did not act in line with the official ety se of
personal enmities and desire for reventjéln some caseshe Talibarclaimed that they would

174 Afghan lawprofessor, online interview, 9 November 2021
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punish members acting agairtte official policy®, that theywould establish commissions to
prevent unwanted behaviod#’, and remove problematic memb&from military rank$%
Furthermorethey RS Of  NBR I Woly 2y | NBbA i NITABanmemiders (i | NB 2 L
andstated that they were willingo create five sulcommissions to apply these measures in all
provinces'® However,as noted by sources interviewed by EAB&e wereno reports d Taliban
fighters being punished or facing other consequences for miscoffietcept for an instance in
October 2021 when Taliban spokesperson Zabihullah Mujahid stated that two peophleeihviola
shooting at a wedding had been arrested, without clarifying whether these persons were Taliban
fighters of not!®! Patricia Gossmamssociate directofor the Asia divisiof Human Rights Watch,
told Radio Free Europe/Radio Liber®RHAE/RLthat there weremany reports of people being
arrested‘furely for having any association with the former security forces and family members
being interrogated or beaten by Taliban looking for former offi€lals that/tHRsecarrying out
suchabuses appe@&dto have been given #ee handwhile top-officials detied such events taking
place!®?

1.4 Initial reports of theimplementation of Sharidaw in daily life

Sharia law allows for different interpretations and varies between different schott®aght. The
¢c-ftAO0lyQa ©OASg 2F {KINRI g A& olaSR 2y GKS { dzy
late-19"-century Deobandimovement. It is alsanfluenced by local traditions and tribal codes

making it differentfrom the interpretation andimplementation of Sharia law in other countries with

justice systems under Islamic &% During the first press conference aftitre takeover of Kabyl
Talibanspokesmerstated that the Talibanhad changed since their last timepower, but

emphasisedhat nothing should be against Islamic valugs G KSA NJ LINPYA aSa 2F | ff 2
rights and media freedom thestated thatsuchrights should be allowed withiWii KS f A YA Ga 2 7F
W2 dzNJ Odzf G dzNJ £ F NI Y S'%RoNdver,Ghe TayibRdidwat aldbbratesho@whdtl f dzS & Q ®
such limits would look like in practi®® and during the reporting period th&ituationremained

unclear®®

As previously mentioned, the implementation of Sharia law differed in areas controlled by the
Taliban during their tira as an insurgency’ During their time as an insurgendiiere were also
reports indicating a tendency to implemegtaduallystricter policies as they gained influence in an
areal®®
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There were reports indicating local divergence in implementing Islamic rule and official policy during
the reference periodOne example concerned secondary education whichintasrupted as the

Taliban took power, antesumedonly for boys in midSeptembe.!*® Secondary educatioffior girls

stayed closedwaiting arrangementgilineg A G K L&t F YAO fF ¢ SyadaNAy3d Wl 3
according to Taliban spokespersaffdiowever, in early October the official spokesman for the
¢FHfAOlFYyQa ihRatahpostedonfTwitkmtiatgiSwere going back to school in Kdfiduz
which was also confirmed Bgcalteachers?*> Meanwhilethe education ministry official

Mohammad Abid told Agence FranBeesse (AFP) that there had been no policy changes aiinger

3 A Kifh&chool educatioff® In most parts of the country girls could not access secondary
educatiort®, but it resumed for girls in some northern provinces (reporte8ifkh, Kunduz, and Sar

e Pu)?®s, as well ain HeratProvince?®®

In some areas of southern Afghanistamyre conservativesocial policies reflecting more

conservative normsvere reported,although conservative traditions impacted the public life even

before the Taliban tadover.?2°” One woman in Lashkar Gah told WSJ #hat had to wear aurga®®

However, his was a common practiée many areasefore the takeovei”® andburga was not

officiallydecreed as mandatory!° In Kandahar most women had reportedly been barred from

resuming work or educatioft! Taliban officialsn Helmand reportedly banned barbers from shaving

or cutting beards, and issued a warning that those violating the rule would be punished by the

religious police? There were also reports on similar restrictions3hof*3, Kabut'4, Uruzgas'®,

Kapisaand Takhat®, although this information could not be verified through other sources.

According to TOLOnews, these restrictions also pradbitomento own smartphones in Helmand,

Takhar and KapisaOLOnewalso reported that Ministry of Culture and Imfoation officialsstated

GKIFIG fAYAGEFEOAZ2Yya 2y akKlF@Ay3a 6SEFENR&A& YR &Yl NILK?Z2y
position2!” According to WSJ, the Taliban authoriiie&abulW 2 @S NNHz2 SRQ RSOAaAiAzya
cutting hair or shaving beard&

Areport of Human Rights Watch and the San Jose State University (SJSU) Human Rights Institute
suggested a dire situation for women and girls in Herat city, claiming that the Taliban committed

WG ARSALINBIR YR aSNAR2dza KdzYF FANRARIBY RARE ROAFHEA
amongthem. Seven womeactivists, educators and university studeiridHerat were interviewed

about their life under the Taliban, and, in sum, they said that their lives had completely changed,
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posted on: 26 Septemb&021,url
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being trapped indoors and afichto leave their houses without a male family memB€&tiowever,
20KSN) 82dz2NDOS&8 RAR y2i &dz33sad I WKFENRfAYSQ NHzA S
diverse culture that defines the aré®.Women reportedly were nogéxpectedto fully covef?,, and
all-women demonstrations took place in the cf?An Afghan law professalescribed that some

wore more or less the same clothing as before the Taliban took power, although somenaee
conservative clothing out of fear of the Taliban. This seinrad not heard of any mistreatment of
women due to their clothing or for going out in publf However,somefemale residentsold The
Washington Poghat Taliban fighters hadskedthemto stop wearing makeip or dismised them

from their jobs and one woman stated that she had been harassed at a police stop for driving
alone?* Such tendencies of Taliban fighters seemingly acting on their own initiative in implementing
Sharia law were also reported elsewhétfe.

Womenreportedlystruggled to resumegualified work?é, andsome womerreportedly did not dare

to go outside, although the Taliban did not physically confine them to their hMésTaliban

official in Kandahar told ARP October 2021hat women had not been banned froemything and

GKIFG AG 61 a GKS g2 N&feesecuk énbugh tb gatback ta WworRA K S&@ RAR
political rights activist based in Kandahar told National Public Radio (NPR) that women in general still
gSyit 2dzi Ay (GKS I NBAOSAEPgROBEA R QFFUNYV S Ka K8 SHI £ A
shopping. On the other hand, women working within the government, NGOs, or at the universities

O2dzf R y20 NBaAdzZYS GKSANI Wy2NXIf NRBAziAYyS 62N Q 2NJ
t0.22° According tahe Afghan law professor, there was a push against the social progress that had

been taking place in areas like Herat, Maga&Bharif Balkh and Kabul to some exteatthough

these areas seemed to be quite robust and enduiingnaintaining he relative social progress

while in other more conservative areas, such as Kandahar, there were completely different social

policies reflecting more conservative norms. On the other hand, the situatidmétchanged much

in such conservativareas eitler as they were already conservative before the takepaéhoughin

a2YS LI NIa 2F GKS O2dzyiNEB GKIFIG KFa 0SSy WAYONBRA
indications thatsome social progresmderthe pag 20 years wsbeing reversed as the Tiadingot

back in power For more information on the situation of women, seleapter 2.3

The Taliban did not issue an official bafirmusic after thdakeover, although they disapproved of
playing music atveddings and other public evert&.Musicians were reportedly afraid to perform
and found a lack of directives on whether they were allowed to carry out their tWélkere were
reports ona popular musician from Badakhshan being welcoimeck from Tajikign by the local
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Taliban over right to work, 2 September 202il,

223 Afghan law professor, online interview, 9 November 2021

224\Washington Post (The), Taliban faces a new hurdle in Afghanistan: Protecting public from Islamic State, 18 October

2021,url

25 w23 CNRY ¢FftAdly (2 ¢FtAdlLYyY [/ @80fS 2Ful 2LIST 5S8SaLI AN 2y 2
226\Washington Post (The), Talibéaces a new hurdle in Afghanistan: Protecting public from Islamic State, 18 October

2021,url; NPR, How life has changed for Afghan women and girls since the Taliban takeover, 18 Octohet 2021,

22I'\Wasington Post (The), Taliban faces a new hurdle in Afghanistan: Protecting public from Islamic State, 18 October

2021,url; AFP, Anxiety and fear for women in Taliban stronghold, 9 October 2021, availabsle at:

228 AFP, Anxiety and fear foromen in Taliban stronghold, 9 October 2021, availablert:

229NPR, How life has changed for Afghan women and girls since the Taliban tak8a®etpber 202 1url

230 Afghan law professor, online interview, 9 November 2021

231CNN, Three wedding guests reportedly shot dead in Afghanistan for playing music at reception, 1 Novemhet 2021,

232 AP, Under Taliban thlwing Afghan music scene heads to silence, 22 September 202TIOLOnews, Afghan Musicians
Face Uncertain Futa, 21 October 2021yrl



https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/09/23/afghanistan-taliban-abuses-cause-widespread-fear
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/taliban-herat-afghanistan/2021/10/06/da8a40b0-2604-11ec-8739-5cb6aba30a30_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/taliban-policing-isis-afghanistan/2021/10/18/7e3dce46-26a7-11ec-8739-5cb6aba30a30_story.html
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-175104
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/2/women-in-herat-protest-outside-governors
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/taliban-policing-isis-afghanistan/2021/10/18/7e3dce46-26a7-11ec-8739-5cb6aba30a30_story.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/11/01/taliban-taliban-cycle-hope-despair-womens-rights
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/taliban-policing-isis-afghanistan/2021/10/18/7e3dce46-26a7-11ec-8739-5cb6aba30a30_story.html
https://www.npr.org/2021/10/18/1046952381/how-life-has-changed-for-afghan-women-and-girls-since-the-taliban-takeover?t=1636994175477
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/taliban-policing-isis-afghanistan/2021/10/18/7e3dce46-26a7-11ec-8739-5cb6aba30a30_story.html
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20211009-anxiety-and-fear-for-women-in-taliban-stronghold
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20211009-anxiety-and-fear-for-women-in-taliban-stronghold
https://www.npr.org/2021/10/18/1046952381/how-life-has-changed-for-afghan-women-and-girls-since-the-taliban-takeover?t=1636994175477
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/10/31/asia/afghanistan-taliban-shooting-music-wedding-intl/index.html
https://apnews.com/article/entertainment-middle-east-music-arts-and-entertainment-afghanistan-a2ac1095df0568387d6cee15eb82a3b5
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-175114

Talibart® as well a®n occasional incidentsf violence againgnusicians and artisf$* For more
information on musicians and artists, seleapter 2.9

1.5 Justice system

Under the previougovernmen, Afghan jurisdiction was based three parallel and overlapping
systems or sources of laformal statutory law, tribal customary law, and Sharia & he Taliban
administered shadow Sharia courts for yefisand they were welcomed by many due to
dissatisfaction with the justice system provided by the Afghan <fte.

C2NJ Y2NB AYTF2NXIGAZ2Y 2y (KS &KIR2¢ ardpartiA OS & i NHzC
Afghanistan. Criminal law, customary justice and informal dispute resolution

In an artite by RFE/RAf 8 September 2021several experts were consulted tire comingjudicial
structure under the TalibarThe coming justice systewas believed to be a continuation of the
established shadow courts which were identical to the judicial systetmedfiormer government
with both criminal and civil courts on district and provincial leaslwell as a supreme couff
tKS aKlIR2g O2dz2NI aeadSy stFa 20SNASSY o0& GKS KSIF
Hakim Ishaqzawho also headed the skaw supreme court® Ishagzai was appointed to an
equivalent function within the structure of the announcederim government*® and was appointed
Minister of Justice on 7 September 2021The Telegraph reported thahadow judges took
positions within tle justice system of the former governme#it In mid-October2021a new
Supreme Courvas reportedly establishetf?
100 i ;

ly GKS ¢l fAGFYQa UGNIFYAAGA2ZY FFNRIYY A&/l FAYWHadkbER0S3Y 0k
an official constitution and official law#é! In interviews to international media, judges and police
officers said that the basis of their judgements and actions was Sharf&leawever,

implementing Sharia law opens up for variations accorthngpme experts interviewed by FP and
RFE/RE* Rana Osman, doctoral researcher at SOAS University of London, explained that to achieve

some values and norms within Sharia law the methods of jurisprudence have been dependent on
AYGSNIINBGFGABYIRER WE¥ILIBEOYSHKAOK O2dzf R 2LISYy dzLJ 1
SEGSyarzy 2F (GKS FTN¥Y 2F LR6SNI 2F +y FdzZiK2NARGE GAC
' YAOBSNBAGE OlFffSR GKS aAddz GA2y dzyRSNJ GKS ¢l fAOQl
mentioned the lack of laws. Journalist Stefanie Glinski stated that the Taliban were not great jurists,
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interpretation and scholarship’ Ashley Jacksontold C9 k w[ G KI &G GKSNB $SNB WwWa?2
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geographic variability in the functioning of shadow courts, especially for women and in processing
more sensitive issues. Jackson referred to the influence of local customs and tribal structures, that
seemed to be m@ present in the Soutleastern parts of the country than in the Western pafts.

AFPreported on the delay in judicial proceedings for some prisoners as the Taliban struggled to
implement their justice system across Afghanistan. Awaiting the local jud@anjwai district in
YEYRFKENE ¢FfA0FY FAIKGSNA NBLR2NISRf& NBLNBaSyi
26y G6KAYa YR dzyRSNAGEFYRAY3I 27 WS refen® arbdri Ay (S
staffwho statedi K 0 Y I 6 dzf Q& Yy S & holdMilsybuthbstedraedin foRA Ry 2
disputes. If compromises could not be reached, case files were prepared for future hearing before a
judge®°There were also reports @fidges, local leaders and other Taliban officaadtvelyworking

with publicorder, security and solving disputé&s For instance gudge, previoushgerving in a

district shadow court in Ghazribld FP that he was currently serving in the main court of Ghazni city
together with four muftig®2. Furthermore, a local police officer in Chak district in Wardak told FP

October 202%hat a judge in the sharia coucurrentlyhelped people solve theproblems, and that

bigger disputes were taken to the provincial court in Maidan $H#&mn anonynouslawyer in Kabul,

referring to secondary information from another lawyer, tokek legal news and research service

JURIST that the Taliban were lookindpite judges and prosecutors and that they had already

appointed prosecutors in some are&4.

52 NBLR2NISR (KIFId (GKS 2dzaiAr0OS aeaidsSY KIR 6SSy WNI
referred topublic shaming for petty crime and public executiorm&fdnapper aexamples of

punishments undeBharia law>® However,as noted byournalistSulaiman Hakemy in an opinion

for The Nationalit was not always clear whether punishmemisreissued by a court or on the spot

by Taliban fighter&®Regarding® Qa NB L2 NIid 2y LJdzo f, ther sGuke&sidldzi A 2 ya ¥
y2i NBLRNI 2 ysQ¥ ladairévendof SIRISdpay bffour corpsasHerat?’

According to an article by AP, the Taliban announced that the four men had been caught in a

kidnapping and were killed by the police during an exchange of guffilesecond display of

corpses took placi the Obe district of Herat Provin@a: 5 October 2021, and Taliban officials said

that the three men were killed after an attempted home thé&ftNeither reports on the instances of

public shaming mentioned any court proceedii@sAccording to Hindustan Times, the crimes of

some ofthose subjected to public shaming were not knd#nand according to AP public shaming

was revived bylaliban fighterg? The Washington Post reported that Taliban fighters were
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undisciplined and sent people to prison on the slightest suspicion of illegal activity without legal
O2dzyaSts Wily3adZAaaKAyd Ay OSt®#a dzy At | F2N¥If 2c

1.5.1 Capital and corporal punishment

In September 202ZZabiullah Mujald told The Telegraph thamputation of hands would be

among the punishments in court. In the same article unnamed Taliban offieidihat some

physical punishments were necessaayrts of Islamic law and would be revived but did not

comment whether public executions and stoning wobidreintroducec?®* According to docal

judge in Ghazni cifynterviewed by FP in the end of October 20@ikt such punishments coulok

return into practice although thisvould require a lengthy decisiemaking proces&® Mullah

Nooruddin Turabi told A September 202fi KI § G KS F2dzyRF A2y 2F | TIAKI Y
Quran and that some punishments used during the last Taliban rule woukvhed. Further,

¢CdzNF 6A &l AR GKI G WwWOdzi G Ay 3 ard that &ecyitiBriwill hedssugdbiNE y SO S
court, but the punishments might not be carried out in puBffc.

According torheWashington Post, Talibdgolice chiefs and fights openly said they want their

leadership to impost the kinds of strict Islamic punishments that were in place from 1996 622001

In an interview by Vox, Haroun Rahimi, assistant professor at Atié€dthat public executions

and floggingsvouldbeA Y S@A G 6f S dzy RSNJ I O2dz2NI a@aidisSy Ay fA
Sharia lawRahimi further statedaccording to Sharia lathat LJdzy A a KYSy G 2F OSNIF Ay
D 2 Rsxh as stoninfpr adultery, public flogging for drinking alcohofrid amputation for some

types of theft must be carried out in publitn the case ofetributive justiceservedfor other types

of crimes such as execution for murder on the requese@ A OG A Y Q& T Y mighgrnbt LJdzo £ A O
be as necessamccordingo Rahimig althougha Quranic verse sayhat witnesses should be taken

to floggingswhichmightimply carryingout such punishments public as weH%®

y

In mid-October the Taliban announced that punishments shall not be carried out in public unless the
supreme court issues and orders for such actiths.

No reports on corporal or capital punishments issued by a court were found during the reference
period.

As reported by AFP in November 2021, Talibdges avoided to issue too harsh punishments to
avoid losing support among the populatiéfiHowever, there were reports on Taliban fighters
subjecting civilians to violétreatment, inter aliawhippingalleged thieveg™

1.5.2 Prisors and prison conditions

Soon after theakeover the Talibant Yy 2 dzy OSR (G KS NBft SIFasS 2F WwWIrHtt LkRf
Afghanistad’? andreleasedthousands of prisonerinter alia¥ N2 Y Y I opdiorfPéle Y I A Y
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Charkh#”20On 20 August 2021, an Afghaujnalistrunning theYouTube channéKabul lover§
provided a documentary from P&l Charkhi prison and interviewed the Taliban security personnel.
According to a Talibamemberresponsible for the prisorthe majority of the inmatedadalready

left when the Talibarrameand the remainingrisoners around200 persons were released’

Some of the former inmates became guattiEarlier h August 2021, the Taliban released 708
prisoners in four provincé¥, and inNovember 2021hey released 21 pgoners from Helmand
central prisoré’’

In an interviewon 31 October 2021Qari Habibullah Zadramal§oknown as Qari Mohammad Haroon

Bader) the military actingdirector of prisons in Afghanistaatated that there were around @00

prisoners in Afghanistan including 600 in-B@harkht’®hyS Y2y i K 6SF2NBZ Yz2ald 2
cells appeared to be empty, with one part housing about 60 prisoners, mainly accused of crime and
drugusers?™ Accordingo Al Jazeera the prison could house 5 000 prisqragtisough the cells

O2dz R 06S WLJ O S B prigondiTKYS2 NIB- f0AKOHFYY Qn Yy I 3AYy 3 RA N
claimed that it had the capacity to kee@60¢7 000 prisonergs!

On10 November 2P1, TOLOhews cited Khalil Hamza, spokesman for¢he f A iotélligeRce
department claimingthat 600 ISKP members were imprisoned in several parts of Afghanistan
including its top member&? This information could not be verified by other sources.

According tai K S ¢ | filitarg dctifig2lifiectof of prisonsformer government employees of the
prison returned to workHefurther statedthat the inmateswere providedwith food, medical care
access to legal procedwsgand allowed to receive visifsom male and female family members. He
further claimedthat there were plansgo establish madrassas and professional schools (previously
known asSanhat) in Pule Charkhi prisowhere inmates would be able to work and receive
professional training€® However, there were reports indicating that inmates did not have access to
legal counsel andufferedin cells awaitinga formal judicial systerheingput in place?®* Female
inmates reportedly lacked medical care in Kabul prison. Accordinutiah Abdullah Akhund,

Taliban administratorfol S 62 YSYy Q& LINA&az2y AYy Yl odZ X Yz2aild 62YS
elopement charges. In addition, women victiof domestic vie@nce reportedly moved ta

g 2 Y Sy Q ainstemtifofaeduyhing to their familie®llowing the closure of shelte”8®

In October 2021, the Taliban reportedly trained 130 uniformed guards for prisons and planned to
train further 160 guards who will serve g@rison guards both in Kabul City and in the provinces.
During the training, the guards wereportedlytaught that the prisoners would be punished only by
the law andthat the 3 dzI MIRy&sQo protect them not to harm therf#® The head of Peé Charkhi
prison indicated that the Taliban do not seek revengferring to theannounced amnestfor

Afghans who served in the former governmeatmy and policé®” However, there were repostof
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Taliban fighters arresting people and using violence and tortuceistody?®® According tcan
Afghan human rights expetthere was a lack in training of Taliban fighlsttaking up duties as police
officers and prosecutorim Nangarhamaking them turn to torture as a means for investigatféh.

According tahe ¢ | f A oOilitayy @cling director of prisonscurrent prisonersvere detained based
on criminal charges including murder and killifgsme of the prisoners who fled from prison on 15
August 2021, hédibeen arrestecandreincarceratedHefurther stated that theTalibanheld the

LINA & 2 y a QwhiBhit intendled Zo6se to identify and arrest further fugitive prisonéf8lt was
alsoreported that the Taliban incarcerateepplewith minor Wuspicion of illegal activigf®

In November 2021linternational Committee of the Red Crd$SREin Afghanistanndicated that

they had met with the Director of the Office of Prison Administration in Afghanistan. They further

a0l GSR GKFdG Fa LI NI 2F L/ edo dsitsodsidnybisicentek ang” Y I Y R
provided support to improve the conditions of detaire€? ICRGlsodistributed hygiene items in

Sarpoza prisoin Kandahar provincé”®
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2. Situation under Taliban rule for the
general population and certain profiles

2.1 Compliance with Taliban moral and religious norms

Throughout the reference perioitlremained unclear which laws werenforcedby the established
authorities?%* As previouslymentioned there was a tendency dfaliban officials tstatethat they

were implementing Shariaithout further clarifications®® An Afghan human rights expetescribed

the lack of clarity regaidgthe prevailing legal ordeas one of the most prominent factors of life in

Afghanistan after the takeovepeople did not know what was legal or not, whether the laws of the

previous adnnistration were still in place or had been replac@the sourc® f t SR G KS &A (dz @
suspension of the legal ordef®

Asthe laws were difficult to identify, some people altered their characteristics and behaviour to
conform with what was perceived daliban normg®’ For example, in the first days after the

Taliban entered Kabul many people stayed indoors, and especially professional women and persons
fearing retaliation reportedly did not go outside There were also reports on an increased demand

for traditional clothing for men and womé¥, and some men letting their beards grow GtR.

Reactions to behaviour perceived as rmompliant with Taliban moral and religious norms seemed

to differ. According to journalist Ali Latithetop leadershif2? & | a &tlaiNaeopl©@dd resume

GKSANJI RFAfe ftAGSE RAR y2i WNBIFIOK GKS 0602002YQX Iy
violence or verbal confrontation! For instance, mewere reportedlystopped and harassed by

Talibanfighters for wearing Western style cloth@%or cutting beard®, and women for leaving

their homes without a male relativé& or not wearinga burga 3%

TheHead of the Ministry of Virtue and Vice in Ghazni provitodé CNNthat the authority wanted

to help Afghans to embrace Islamic rule, and persehs dd not follow their interpretation of

Sharia lawwereto be WA y F 2o0NMeB deed Ua A y3 F2NDOS (2 02y @Ay OS a2YS:
9YANLE SRPR QWI 3 Sy ivas Sudined inJinin@obo&® The head of the same

ministry in Kandahar told The Guardian that the staff members would focus on persuasion and not
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violence, and also shared a booklet with guideliffésiowever, this handbook reportedly set

different stages for responses to prohibited acts, stretching from education and guidance to the use

of force3%® According to Human Rights Watcthe later stages outlined in the manual included

prohibiton of A OS Ay WIky | 3aNBaarA@dSs FyaNkE FyR a0l NE YI
further stated thatexeeptfor A y & § NHzOG A2y a 2y K2 g (tRe mBnid @sNIOS NXz S
containedguidelines for all Afghans and Taliban members. For instémedandbook outlind rules

on dress codefor womenbutaddeddl K| & 8 dzOK Y|l yRI G4Sa akK2dzZ R 0SS SyT¥T:
gl &No

According to CNN, theeligious police was keemn showingW I A 3 KaindSe¥srrdd & dzO K Q
sequencewhere, in the presene of CNNthey informed the public to make sure that women
coveled and dd not travel without a close male relativ®uring this episode, they did npay
attention to a man openly smoking a cigaretta actionwhich was forbidden under theprevious
rule.3° Omar Sadr, assistant professor at AUA&Led thatthe Taliban were cautious of how to
present themselves some areasandhe thought that they had softened their attitude in certain
areas, although there weneo indications of any departure fronheir core fundamental
principles3!* An Afghan journalistuggested that th@aliban had not changed since the 1990s, and
that the virtue and vicesquadswere trying to operate away from the eye$(@specially Western)
media3!?

2.2 Reactions talemonstrations and protests

Demonstrations and other protest actions occurredseveral occasiorafter the Taliban takeover

with participantsdemonstratng against Taliban ru¥€, against the closure of bank4 demanding

proper rights for womef®, urging the international community to unfreeze Afghiad (i asse@'§
demonstratingagainst forced evictiod¥, andteachers ad medical personnel demandirtgeir

salaries’® Demonstrationsin support of the Taliba@also took placé!® On 8 September 2021he

Taliban issued an instruction prohiioig unauthorised assemblie¥® Two days lateOHCHR
SELINBEESR 02y OSNYy 2@0SN) ¢6KI i #NBE IRBEaodN@acdR & |y
protesters®?!
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Anti-Taliban protestseportedly took placeén Jahlabad, Kabul, Khost and Kui&in some cases

the protests were met with violence by Taliban fighters. In Jalalabad, Taliban fighters reportedly shot
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Jazeerareported on twodeaths?4 while Reuters reported othree deaths andnore thana dozen
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deaths were caused by shooting or a stampédalarking theAfghan National Independence Day,

19 August 2021, demonstrations were held in Kabul and other cities during which protesters carried
0KS | FIKI Y NI LIEAtcardg to Alydzéeda2ayldast twd dedsahsbwere killed in
Asadabadthe capital d Kunarprovince) Witnesses said that Taliban opened fire at a crowd after a
member of the crowd had stabbed a Taliban figh#éin the second week of September 202inti-
Pakistan protestreportedly took placén Kabublith participants in¥ K dzy" BRXakban fighters
reportedly beat four Afghan media workeesddetained and kept journalists and protestors in a
basement??® During the same weelanti-Taliban protests took place in Het® Parwan Nimruz,
Kunduzand Kapisgprovinces®! In somecasesTalibanfighterssubjectedprotestersto violenceand
arrestsoccurred®?In Herat, two men were reported shot dead and seven others woundsd

Taliban fighterdired atprotesters3?

Several demonstratior® 2 NJ ¢ 2 Y StdR alacéioHgkdltthe reference period, and inthe

week of2 ¢ 8 September2021there were daily reports of demonstrations taking plaéeMost

reported demonstration®ccurredinY | 6 dzf o6dzi GKSNB gSNB | f a2 NBLR NI
RSY2yail NI (»2 Mazaee Shafif’, Bad&khshali® and smallercities 3% Since then

womenstaged protests have reportedly waned after violent crackdoten& placeand a ban on

unauthorised protestsvas issued* In manycaseshere were no reports of Taliban fighters

322New York Times (The), The Taliban respond with force to an outpouring of public anger, 18 August;2021,
RFE/RIGandhara Report Of Taliban Violence In Afghanistan As Ghani Denies Theft, 18 Augusi2021,
S23RFE/RL, Report Of Taliban Violence In Afghanistan As Ghani Denies Theft, 18 August 2021,

324 Al Jazeera, Afghans display national flag as they mark emdismce day, 19 August 2021

325Reuters, Three deaafter antiTaliban protests in Jalalabadtnesses, 18 August 2021r|

326 New York Times (The), Demonstrations AgainsfTddéan Spread Throughout Kabul, 19 August 2021,

327 Al Jazeera, Afghans display national flag as they mark independence day, 19 Augustl 2021

328A| Jazeerd, dzy RNBRa 2F ! FAKFya GF 1S G279¢eptembefr 202Lrla i NBSia OFfftAy3d 1
329 KhaamaPress, Journalists beaten, detained while covering protest in Kabul, 7 Septembeu2021,

330 Garda World, Afghanistan: One person killed afterbgaliforces open fire on protesters in Herat, 7 September 2021,
BIRFE/RIGandhara AfghansDefg | f Aoy t NBGS&ad . Fy ! YAR DNRBgAYy3I CSINI h@SNI C
2021,url

332 RFE/RIGandhara Afghans Defy Taliban Protest Ban Amid Growing Fear Over G&vegfimQa 5ANBOGA 2y X o { SL
2021,url

333UN News, Taliban response to protests increasingly violent, warns OHCHR, 10 Septemhet 2021,

334|ndia Today, Taliban fighters watching, Afghan women protest for their rights on Kabul streets, 18 Augusit|2021,

TOLOnews, Women Call for Political, Social Inclusion, 5 Decembeu#pRhaama Press, Women protest in Kabul

FAFAyad ¢l ftAolyQa LIt A OuSShardaa Whe) Aghan womenpstageialiessily aBuNdfter n H M =
¢FfAO0lYy ONI Ol R2avideozegortd? Sefisfmler 20RMH; ARP{ Faliban disperse women protesters

with gunfire in Kabul. 30 September 2021l; Khaama Press, Women protest over closed schools for girls in Afghanistan,

26 October 2021yrl; Heather Barr [Twitter], posted on: 10 October 20@4,

335BBC, Afghanistan: Women protest againstradle Taliban government, 8 September 2021, BBC, Afghanistan:

Taliban fire warning shots at protest in Kabul, 7 September 2021CNN, Taliban accused of murdering pregnant Afghan

policewaman in front of her family, 6 September 202¢T . . / = ! F3AKI yAadlyyY ¢+FfAd6ly oNBF{1 d
Kabul, 5 September 202&T bSg , 2N] ¢AYS& 6¢KS0OX ¢FtAdly CAIKGSNE / NHza K
8 September 2021rl; AP, Afghan women demand rights as Taliban seek recognition, 3 Septembeu20RilJazeera,

Herat women protest agains@liban over right to work, 2 September 2024},

336 Al Jazeera, Herat women protest agaihatiban over right to work, 2 September 2024l

337CNN, Taliban accused of murdering pregnant Afghan policewoman in front of her family, 6 Septemberl2021,
TOLOnews, Women ProtestrARights In Northern Afghanistan Despite Militant Threats, 6 September @621,

338 BBC, Afghanistan: Women protest againstradle Taliban government, 8 Sember 2021 url

3 f WHT SSNIZ ! FIKFya LINRGSadzZ FSIENAYy3a OdeNba 2y 62YSyQa NA3I
OWwCOKW[ KDFYRKFNIS W{IFFS {LIOSaQY ' FGSNI ¢lFtAOlY / NI O] 4V >
2021,url



https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/18/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-protests.html
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-evacuations-taliban-relations/31416132.html
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-evacuations-taliban-relations/31416132.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/gallery/2021/8/19/afghans-display-national-flag-as-they-mark-independence-day
https://www.reuters.com/world/india/least-three-dead-following-anti-taliban-protests-jalalabad-witnesses-2021-08-18/
https://www.nytimes.com/video/world/asia/100000007929078/taliban-protests-kabul-afghanistan.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/gallery/2021/8/19/afghans-display-national-flag-as-they-mark-independence-day
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/7/afghanistan-hundreds-take-to-the-street-in-anti-taliban-protest#:~:text=Kabul%2C%20Afghanistan%20%E2%80%93%20Hundreds%20of%20protesters,uprising%E2%80%9D%20against%20the%20Taliban%20rule
https://www.khaama.com/journalists-beaten-detained-while-covering-protest-in-kabul-547457/
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/521641/afghanistan-one-person-killed-after-taliban-forces-open-fire-on-protesters-in-herat-sept-7
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-women-sports-ban/31451389.html
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-women-sports-ban/31451389.html
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/09/1099552
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/taliban-afghan-women-protest-rights-kabul-latest-news-1842122-2021-08-18
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-175754
https://www.khaama.com/women-protest-in-kabul-against-talibans-policies-for-them-34634643/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2021/sep/19/afghan-women-stage-protest-in-kabul-after-taliban-crack-down-on-womens-rights-video-report?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20210930-taliban-disperse-women-protesters-with-gunfire-in-kabul
https://www.khaama.com/women-protest-over-closed-schools-for-girls-in-afghanistan-5758765/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://twitter.com/heatherbarr1/status/1447176917933821952?s=20
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58490819
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58472978
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/09/06/asia/taliban-afghanistan-pregnant-policewoman-murder-intl/index.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58450230
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/04/world/asia/taliban-women-protest-afghanistan-panjshir.html
https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-taliban-9ff0ffd05b66f3e48c5871c04386c529
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/2/women-in-herat-protest-outside-governors
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/2/women-in-herat-protest-outside-governors
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/09/06/asia/taliban-afghanistan-pregnant-policewoman-murder-intl/index.html
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-womens-rights-rally-afghanistan/31445972.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58490819
https://www.aljazeera.com/gallery/2021/9/8/photos-afghans-protest-fearing-curbs-on-women-rights-free-speech?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-women-protests-taliban/31599551.html

interfering, although Taliban members were physically preg&niowever, there weralsoreports
on Taliban fighters using violence against protestgrdjournalists to disperse larger
demonstrations**2 Taliban fightes have reportedly usetkar gas and pepper sprdy, beaten or
threatened to beat proteste* usingwhips andbatons that emit electric shock4> Journalists and
other media workers were reportedly beaten and detained while covering some of the prétests.
On 4and7 September 2021, two largescale protests took place in Kabul with an estimate of
NE & LIS OuindreiSuid&und?ed<bf women protesing against Taliban rule and demanding
$2YSYyQa NRARIKUGaA D, hgTalibanfs&lteargas ariffieNuitts anei mvetal clubs or tools
to rout the gathering?*’ On 7 SeptembeR021,Taliban fighters reportedifired into the air to
disband the protestandBBQrelated that dozens of women took shelter from gunfire for about 20
minutes in a basement car patfOn 10 September 202Ravina Shamdasaspokesperson for
OHCHR, told a briefing in Geneva that OHCHR had received reports of severe beptiotgstefs,
as well as housto-house searches to identify those who attended certain proté&ts.

In November2021, The Guardian reported that the Taliban infiltrated and intimidated women
groups According to the articlélaliban fighters appead on private addresseandcalled women
activistson their phones. Oaactivistclaimed thatthe Taliban uséwomen to pose as journalists to
extract personal information from protesterand that theyspread rumours among activists about
their phone numbers bemshared withTalibanmembers®>°

Three reports were foundfalemonstrations in supportforaliban rule®®*On11 September 202k

group of women demonstrated in Kabul and Taliban fighters reportedly accompanied the protesters
and hindered media from interacting with the??.On 21 September 2021, PajhwafghanNews

reported on a demonstratioin Farah whichconsised of mainlyfemale participants demonstrating

in support of the Taliban interim government and stre3sin ¢ 2 Yrighfsuader Islamitaw 3% On

23 September 2021ya Wi ff d&n@nstration in support of the Taliban was held in Khost ¥ity.
Another all male daonstration demanding the US and UN to unfreeze Afghan assets, taking place
2y Hn {SLWSYOSNI HAHM AY YlodzZ = ¢l &% NBLR2 NI SRf @
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2.3 Women and girls

During their first pressonference after the takeovethe Talibanaddresedg 2 Y S ggts
highlightingthat women will be respected and active in societythin the limits of ShariaAs
previously mentioned, theglid not clarify or elaborate on what those limits wef&Womenwere
not represented in theannouncednterim government®’, andno appointments were made to the
aAyYAaldNE 27F whasydfife derel uded by thaliinstatednidtry for Promotion of
Virtue andPrevention ofVice.>*® Furthermore, women reportedIlfaced difficultiesin accessing
work®*® andgirls faced difficulties in accessisgcondaryeducation6?

¢tKS ¢lFfAOlYy SyadaNBR GKFIG GKSANI NBaAGNAROGAZ2Yya 2
GSNBE GSYLRNINEB gl AGAYy3 wal FSOHmmavwIMabbduldSa | y R f
Sergf SESOdzi A 3S RANBOG 2 NJ 2 Sressedl AK thd/alibarBseddheQame b S i 6 2 NJ =
YIENNI GAGPS |da RdzNRY 3 G KSANI LING @dupativh folghildveBe> g KSy Wi
neverlifted.32 An Afghan human rights expert stated that on a general tisgesituation for women

across the country had worsened as regards accesisgigNA I K a > NB Il NRf Saa 2F f.
area or not althoughwomen in conflictaffected rural areasfor instance experienced difficulties in

accessingheir rights even before the talaver3®{ 2 YS a2 dzNOS&a &adzZ33SadadSR GKI G
rights seemed to be a political tact€ the Talibannot only an ideological matter, to demonstrate

power®s4or to makeroom for compromise in efforts to receive international &tlForinformation

on provisional differences ithhe implementation ofSharia law affecting women sebapter 1.4.

TheAfghan human rightsxpert,as wel asother source¥®, pointed out victims of domestic

violence as vulnerable®s most shelters were no longer operating mamere forcedto return to live

with their abusers®’ A small number of shelters reportedly remained open, but did not accept new

cases® Ashelter director in Kabubld RFE/RR & w | Rik Septénibér ROR1 thaFaliban

fighters had searched the office several times, and confiscated vehicles and private pféperty.

Another manager of a shelter in Kabul told The Guardian in Oc®dl that the TalibaweNB W& (i A €
FAIAdINAY I 2dzi oKIG (2 R2 lFo2dzi 62YSyQa NBFdASaQ:s
shelters will leave and enter prostitutio®® Furthermore, sources noted that the humanitarian
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https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/09/24/afghan-women-fleeing-violence-lose-vital-protection
https://genevasolutions.news/explorations/dispatches-from-women-in-afghanistan/no-safety-under-taliban-for-afghan-women-fleeing-domestic-violence
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situation in Afghanistan foregefamilies to negative coping strategies, such as marrying off young
girls3t

On 3 December 2021h¢ Taliban releaseddecree on womef rightsettingout rules governing
marriage and womef? & 2 ¢ Yy Thdldedtdstaled that women should not beonddered as
WLINE laidbafbréeinto marriageand that widows have a share in their husb@ngroperty37
However, the decree did not addregs2 Y S glc€eas to education or warkfghan women
interviewed by CNN 0B December 202&tated thatthe decreewould do little to change their
livesQas the stipulated rights were alreadyshrined under Islamic la#® Mahbouba Seraj,
executive director of the Afghan Women's Skills Development Ceméleomedthe decree andold
Reutersthat more rules should be released ¢tarify Women@ rights to access public spac¥$

' TOSNI GKS FAYFEA&AFIGAR2Y 2F GKS RNIFOAYy3I 2F GKAA N
movement was issued by the Ministry for the Promotion of Virtue and Premeif Vice, see the
Introduction

2.3.1Access to work

b2 dzyAT2N)Y LRtAOe g1 & | yy 2 dzy G8RrindBe fitstidayRiteri 2 62 YSy
the takeover female government employees weeglvised to stay homend only women in

positions that ould notbe replaced by mewere allowed taresumework 3¢ Some of thee

positionswere indepartments for design and engineering and attendants of pubiiets for

women?’” Somefemale government employeeasere reportedly barred from ergringtheir offices

by Taliban fighteré’® Taliban spokesperson Suhail Shaheen asked female staff members within

public healthcare to resume their work on 28 August Z02andemployees at Kabul International

Airport, including women, reportedly resumed wa& of 13 September 202%° According to

Financial Times (FT) women were not officially barred from private sectoféobs.

According taHuman Rights Watcheferring toa reportof UnitedNations Office for the

Coordination of Humanitarian Affaird NOCHA), Taliban officials hedueda written agreement

LINE @A RAY 3 Wdzy O2 o Rdme adyvbrite@o waik infifréeZpidvinBegs of B

October 202, while wonen aid workersn over halfthe countrywere allowed towork under

WPASOSNBEQ NBAGNROGA 2 yradkefadilgaddmbdr®® o6 SAy 3 SAZ02NISR 08
Female judges, whose number amounts in Afghanistan to around 250, were repoffskfears

about their safety in the countryparticularlyafter a release of prisoners by the Talib&h

International Association of Judges (IAJ) and International Asismcad Women Judges (IAWJ)

STLUNICEFGirls increasingly at rig child marriage in Afghanistan, 12 November 202k, UNDARK, In Afghanistan,

Climate Change Drives an Uptick in Child Marriage, 11 November021,

32pajhwok Afghan News, | t A0y adzLINBYS € SIFRSNJ AaadzSa REDOREBEs, Pajbang 2 YSyY Qa
release decree saying women must consent to marriage, 3 December2Q24l, Jazeera, Taliban bans forced marriage of

women in Afghanistan, 3 December 2021,

373CCN, Taliban decree on women's rights, which made no mention of school or work, dismissed by Afghan women and

experts, 4 December 202at!

374Reuters Advocates welcome Taliban decree barring forced marriages but call for, Bi@recember 202 Lrl

375VOA, Talibamun Kabul Municipality to Female Workers: Stay Home, 19 September 2021,

3%6GdzZl NRAFY 6¢KS0OX Ylodd 3I2FSNYYSydQa FSYFES gaNRPRRPNE G2t R G2
[Twitter], posted on 20 September 2021rl

377 AP, Talibamun Kabul municipality to female workers: Stay home, 19 September 2821,

378 TOLOnews, Afghan Women Seek Right to Return to Govt Jobs, 10 Septembarl2021,

379 AA, Taliban asks women healthcare workers to resume duties, 28 A2QR&url

380TOLOnNews, Kabul Airport Employees, Including Women, Return to Work, 13 Septemberrl2021,

BCE¢s | FAKELEY 62YSy NBaAal GKS NBlUdmy 2F ¢FfAolyQa aSaNBIFGA
382HRW, Afghanistan: Taliban Blocking Female Aid Workers, 4 Novemldeu@02
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/19/kabul-governments-female-workers-told-to-stay-at-home-by-taliban
https://twitter.com/afp/status/1439924803150880779
https://apnews.com/article/business-afghanistan-kabul-taliban-e44d8521940021e4e7ab11d3898978b5
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-174594
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/taliban-asks-women-healthcare-workers-to-resume-duties/2349122
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-174635
https://www.ft.com/content/d320c92f-c7a4-4277-8d6c-0c998a36b411
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/11/04/afghanistan-taliban-blocking-female-aid-workers
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/hunted-by-men-they-jailed-afghanistans-women-judges-seek-escape-2021-09-03/

published a joint statemern 20 September 20214 Y ¢ KA OK 2dzR3ISa 6SNB adl GSF
Ry 3 S NI)far thairGuhd KkinfamniliesE A 3Sa® CSYl S 2dzZR3ISa 4SNB Of | A
due to their gender athe Taliban did not OOS LI GKIF G 62YSYy KIF @S GKS NA:
IAWJfurther notedthat judgeshad beensubjected to housesearches, threatening messages and

physical harassment, and they also had their bank accounts suspéttdeaalya few female judges

had reportedlymanaged tocevacuate due to the fact that most Afghan women, including the judges,

lacked nationalidentity cardsand passports®®

In November 2021, the Ministry for the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice issued media
guidely Sa ol yyAy3a FAftYa 2N aK2ga WFHIALAyad Leéd !l YAO 2
OFrfftSR (2 adG2L) oNBIFROFalGAy3 Wa2 PFTheduideliNg also 2 NJ R NI
ordered women presenters to wear hijd#. Talibanfighters reportediyhindered female journalists

from resuming work® For more informatioron the situation female journalisteechapter 26.1.

2.3.2Access to education

Girls of primary age were told to return to schoaifter the takeover® According to the Swedish
[ 2YYAGGSS F2NJ ! FAKEFyAadly Fft 2F GKS 2NBFYyAal GAZ
reopened as of 5 Novemberguz Sy O2YLJ aaAy3a wmn ¥F | FAKIyAAlGlyQ

However girls were excluded from secondary education, whiitially only reopenedfor boys3*

During October 2021, secondary schools reportedly resumed for girls in several provinces, including
Kundw®®?, Balki¥®3, Sare Put®*and Herat®®® On the other handsecondary education remained

closed for girls in most parts of the countly including Kabu®’ In October 2021Thomson Reuters
Foundation reportedn girlstakingsecret online lessons in Herand reported thahundreds of

girls and women continwgto learn online or in hidden makeshift classroofffsThe New York

Times reported that theules on gender segregated classes created a shortage of teachers which
limited3 A NI & Q 2 LJLJ2 NI dzgchdbladScationi*20n RISoVesnbeP@B21KS I & f Aol yQa
Director of External Programmes and Aid at the Ministry of Education told Reuters that the Taliban
would soon announcood new$bn highschool educatiorfior girls. Furthemore, henotedthat

the Talibarwerenota (i NJXA ZoklgfidgQvingen akd girls im schoolsor universities!®

On 5 September 2021hé¢ Talibarrun Ministry of Education issuedd@cumentconcerning the
education of femalainiversitystudents, stipulaihgthat female students, teachers, and educational

3841AJ & IAWJ, Joint IAJ and IAWJ Statement on the Current Situation in Afghanistan, 22 Septembsdr 2021,
385New York Times (The), Female Judges in AfghanStam Jobless and in Hiding, 20 October 20211,

386 DW, Afghanistan: Taliban issue guidelines against women actors, 21 Novembeur2021,

387 Reuters, Taliban releaseetia guidelines, ban shows with female actors, 23 November 20P1,

52 3 | FIAKEFEY 22dNY I+ A2y (WNRIQES mp2 @rFbdili Srax®® N2 1 nvE O

389 Al Jazeera, Taliban says Afghan girls will return to secondary schools soon, 18 Octohen 2021,

3%0GP, Fler afghanska flickor tillbaka i skolbanken [infoimdd yat F GA2yY Qa2 NB Q5Nav&mbgt IANI & oI
2021,url

391 Guardian (The), Taliban ban girls from secondary education in Afghanistan, 17 Septemberl2BBL, Afghanistan:

Girls excluded as Afghaecondary schools reopen, 18 September 2Qefl,

392France24, Girls return tolsools in Afghan province, remain barred elsewhere, 5 October 2021,

393TOLONews, Schools Reopen for Girls in Grad@srvBalkh Province, 8 October 202t

394TOLONews, Girls Attend Schools in Kunduz, Balkle;BRar 9 October 202 Ll

3¢h[ hySgadz DANI & QL2{REbKeh b Hetat, B MONIMBEN20ORIS & 1

396 BBC, Afghanistan: Girls' despair as Taliban cosficondiry school ban, 8 December 202.

397 France24, Girls return to schools in Afghan province, remain barred elsewhere, 5 Octobarr?021,

3%8Thomson Reuters Foundatian ! F3AKF yAadlyQa 3IANI a € SFENyaz O2RS Wdzy RSNHNR d:
available aturl

399New York Times (The), Taliban Allow Girls to Return to Some High Schools but With Big Caveats, 27 Octotber 2021,

40wSdzi SNES ¢G2S INB y2i RStSiAy3d GKSYLY ' FIAKFEyAaAlGEyQa ¢l

2021,url
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https://www.dw.com/en/afghanistan-taliban-issue-guidelines-against-women-actors/a-59895874
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https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/27/world/asia/afghan-girls-school-taliban.html
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curtain,andthat teaching for girls and women had be done by women or, in the absence of

female teachers, bglderly menwho are welknown for being trustworthy Thesemeasures were

alsoto be imdemented in private universitie¥! As previously mentioned the education sector

faced economic hardship, and according to TOLOnews, 50 % of private education centres had closed
since the takeover as of 30 Novemi&Some private universities resumed thactivities and held

graduation ceremonies, including female studgnthile public universities reportedly remained

closed!®®

2.3.4 Access to sports

Hundreds ofemale athletegeportedlywent into hiding® or were evacuated from Afghanistan
after the Tdiban takeoverjnter alia, female soccer and basketball play&s

With regard to access to sports;Taliban cultural commission official, Ahmadullah Wasiq, told SBS

Newson 8 September 202that women would be banned from sports where they exposertaech

of theirbodiess yR G KI G (GKS&@ RAR y20 GKAYy]l GKIG 62YSYy 62«
y' S OS &%\ onNEIeptember 2028 zizullah Fazli, tieactingAfghanistan Cricket Boa(éCB)

Chairman, indicated in an intervieWwat the boardwould outline how women will be abl@tplay

cricket¥ @ S NBE7 i @@opeR 2021, Fazli stated during an interview that the stance of top Taliban
A2PSNYYSyld 2FFAOAIfT A Aa GKIFIG GKSNB Aa y2 2FFAOAL
withw2 YSY GF1AYy3 LINI Ay aLRNIQd ! OO0O2NRAYy3I G2 CI1Tf
playing crickef®In early November 2021, Australia postponed a cricket test match against

Afghanistan, due to the unclarity on whether Afghan women would be alldw@thy cricket'® On

24 November 2021IMirwaus Ashrafthe new chairman of the ACB stated that female cricketers can

continue playingand that ACB will provide for their basic needs and facifitfes.

2.4 Hazara and Shia Muslims

There is no ugo-date dada on the number of ethnic and religious minorities in Afghanistaivhile
the National Statistics and Information Authority (NSIA) incugtedata on ethnic and religious
groups'?, some estimate thaShia Muslims in Afghanistaempromisel0¢20 % of the

401 RFE/RIGandhara Taliban Imposes New Dress Code, Segregation of Women At Afghan Universities, 6 September 2021,
url; CNNCurtains separate male and female Afghan studentseasterm begins under Taliban rule, 7 September 2021,

url

402TOLONews, 50% of Private Education Centers Closed NaticBinimeTakeowe30 November 2021Lrl

403 Daily Mail, Female students in Afghanistan graduate from private univesgiyched on by Taliban leaders, 29

November 2021url; TOLOnews, Afghan Economic Situation Hurting Private Universities, 3 NovembarP021,

404 Al Jazeera, Ban? No ba#fghan cricket chief offers hope to women athletes, 13 October 2021BBCSport,
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45RFE/RL/Gandharg,2 1 Sya a2NB ! FaKlIya [AY1SR ¢2 22YS8SyQa {200SNE . I &
October 2021urlT . . / 3 wS8aO0dzA y3 (i K Steam 28 Kolveyhhea 202 Lyl; Gahidibid (Eh@DoFeBs2 (i 6 | f f

more female footballers and family members escape AfghanjdtarSeptember 202Lyrl
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408 A] Jazeera, Ban? No basfghan cricket chief offers hope to women athletes, 13 October 2021,

409 Al Jazeera, Australia postpes its firstever Afghanistan cricket Test match, 5 November 2081,

410TOLONews, Afghan Offici@yS Women Can Continue Playing Cricket, 24 November 2021,

411Reuters For Afghan Hazaras, where to pray can be life and death choice, 21 Octobenr2021,

412 Afghanistan, NSIA (National Statistics and Information Authority), Afghanistan Statistical Yearbook 2020, April 2021,
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https://tolonews.com/sport-175603
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population**® andthat Hazarazompromisel5 % of the populatiort}* TheHazara constitute the
fIFNBSald LING 2F st 9KFyAaldlyQa {KAIF adzafAyY

The Hazargroupis native to the region of Hazarajat in central Afghani$fawhich compriseshe
provinces of GhoBamyan andDaykundi!’ as well aparts of Ghazni, Uruzgan, and Ward&kn
Hazarajat, the Hazara wereported to have been involved in conflicts with the nomadic population,
the majority of whom isomprised by Pashturf$® For more information, se&€ASO Report
Afghanistanc Criminal law, custo@ry justice and informal dispute resolutiopp.24-25.

Many Hazaras migrated or were displaced to otparts of Afghanistan because of poverty and the
continuing conflict since the start of the Afghan war in 14?8uring the Taliban rule between

1996 and 20012, several massacres were perpetrated on the Hazara: in Magarif in 19982

and in Yakawlang (Yakaolang), Bamyan in 28@4fter the fall of the Taliban regime in 2001, the
situation of the Hazara community was reported to hawgroved?* as noted by a researcher
aAOKFSt {SYLX Sz GKS I ITINY WYFEAYAT SR GKSANI LI NI
FASE RazZ Ay LI*Ndbwe@edzhelw BdcusitiRmzdsleriiekg@dyfobtfieShia Muslim

(Hazarg communty from 2016 aml onwards as the ISKP was established as a new conflict actor in
Afghanistarcarrying out attacks targetingnpter alia Hazara$?® For information on the situation

and treatment of the Hazara and Shia Muslimgh®/former government, the Talibaand ISKP in
2018¢ 2020, sedEASO Query on Hazaras and Shias

In June 2021, a Hazara leader in Central Afghanistan, Zulfigd; €aimed having mobdééd 800

fighters intoWelfprotection group&¥?’ As reported byDWon 1 September 2021, Omid stated that

the Hazara resistance comprised 800 regular fighters ad@d5volunteers anthat he was

conducting talks with Ahmad Massoud, the leader of the NRF in the Ranley*?¢ on uniting

Hazara and Tajik forcé€.In an interview with EASO on 9 November 2021, Dr. Melissa Kerr

| KA2@SyYyRIF aFAR 0KFG WiKS 1 FTFENY YAfAGAIA aSSYSR
SELISOG (2 0SS Aygd2ft OSR Ay | yé& NBaAraildl ydS 6SNB WwWLX
andtKk S& Fff gSNBE Ay KARAY3IAI AyOfdzRAYy3I GKS 3I20SNYy21
According to the sources Dr. Kerr Chiovenda was in contact with, the Hazara militias that had been
OGADBS 6SF2NB WHSNB y20%r OGABS FyaYa2NB FyR ail&s
As nded by an Afgharhuman rights expert, there seemed to be no Taliban policies in place against

the Hazara minoritpr on evictionsagainst themafter the Taliban took over Afghanistait.Shia

Muslims were allowed to perform their religious ceremonies, such as annual celebrations of the

Ashura Furthermore, the Taliban vowed to protect the Hazara community and Taliban fighters

413 Reuters For Afghan Hazaras, where to pray can be life and death choice, 21 Octobenr2021,
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2021, p.216
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reportedly guarded Shia Mosqu€sHowever, the Talibawere reported to have confirmed that its

governance would be based solely on Sunni Hanafi jurisprud&tithe Taliban Cabinet, announced

on 7 September 2021, haw Hazara representatives. On 21 September 282thember othe Shia

Hazara communityylohammad Hasafshiasiwas appointed deputy health ministétwhich is the

highest post to which a Hazara was appointed in the current cabinet. As reported by AP on 16

November 2021, the Taliban leadership rejecttl S LIEekuesssRf Hazara community leaders

to be included into the governmemtdministration; seeral Hazaraswho were appointed to posts in

the provincial administratiotnad been part othe Taliban insurgencsince longandfew Hazaras

recognsed them asrepresentativest®® According to Dr. Andrea Chiovenda, interviewed by EASO on

9 November 20218 SNBE KIR 0SSy I FSg WwWaevoz2fA0Q | LILRAYGYS
within the new government, bute stated that he would notcaitF y WA y Of dza®#2y Q 2F | ||
According to Dr. Kerr Chiovenda, sources in Bamyan and Daykundi noted thatibaa had not
FLILRAYGSR t20Frta (2 3208SNY Ay KSwhadNgh&fgued 2yt OS
most Hazarain the area did not know?’

Atthe end of August 2021, many Hazaveere reportedly crossing to Pakisté4ti Referring to

activists, the Guardian reported that around Q00 Hazarsarrived in Quetta city in Baluchistan

province in Pakistaf¥® As reported byJnited Nations High Commissioner for Refugé&sHCIRon

19 October 2021, Hazaeonstituted 40> Wl Y2y 3 (GKS y 8% I NNAGIFfa Ay LN

With the withdrawal of international forces from Afghanistan, instances of violence against the

Hazara were reportetb have increased! As found byAmnesty Internationall), at least nine

Hazara men were killed by the Taliban fighters (six shot and three tortured to deatt® village of

Mundarakht, Malistan district, Gazni provindmtween 4 and 6 July, after the Taliban captured the
province#*20n 30August 2021, the Talibaeportedly killed 13 ethnic Hazariagcludingnine former

ANDSF membersho were executed after they had surrendered and two civilians, including a 17
yearold-IA NI = ¢K2 [ GOSYLIWGSR (G2 FtSS RPFIBRRPWIRS Ayt XD
village, Khidir district, Daykundi provinté.

Forced evictions of Hazaras also reportedly took plAceording to Patricia Gossman, associate

director at Human Right#/atch Asia divisiot?1 I T F N» & | yR 20 KSNBEQ ¢6SNB SGA
ethnicity or political opiniort** According tathe Afghan human rights expein areas where
evictions took placgt seemed to occur dueotalLJIS NOS LIG A2y 2F GKS |1 FT NI YAy

making it relatively easfpr local Taliban authoritie® grab their property and force them out of
their homes without risking muctt®> ABC reported, however, that Taliban officials in Kabul had
retractedsome eviction orders in Daikundiyt as of 15 Octobe2021no residents had returnetf®
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The Afghan human rights expert further stated tkaine Talibanfighters had the mindset that they

could harass or discriminate people from the Hazara community witheing held accountable,

but it depended on the view and mindset amotig fighters. The source gave an example of a

colleague who is a member of the Hazara community struggled to get the same service at the

passport office as nehlazara colleaguesh@& source thought that the antiazara mindset was
GARSALINBIR Y2y3a ¢FfAoly FAIAKISNERIE y20 2yfe F2N
I'FTFENY O2YYdzyAideQa Sy3alrasSySyid Ay (GKS F2NY¥SNI 32 3¢
instance Hazarawomen sering within the armed forces and in artistic and cultural activities, which

have caused a perception within conservative parts of the Afghan society that the Hazara minority

KFd SYOoNI OSR | Odzt GdzNBE y2 G Ilaam. Thésgutce staked tiat § KS ¢ | A
I'FTFENYFa FNB aSSy |a w2 Sai SNy XDSAtrealKdvéhda ahdRRa (2
Dr. Melissa Kerr Chiovenda also stated that the Hazaras were perceived as more supportive of the

West than other groups in Afghistan. Thg further stated thatHazaras in general gained more

from the democratic systeras well as theducational systenrand had more interest in having

foreign troops present in the countrpr Chiovenda and Dr. Kerr Chiovebdéieved thatthere was

a common negative perception of the Hazasay 2 i 6 SA y 3 WNJIstAtedithattheist £ A Y& QX |
gra FTYIFr®rEWhxn €Fy3dza 3S | Y 2e0eh baioke$he BKRgUSTNG flirthdrJ2 LJdzE | { /
statedthat people in support of the Talibaand that arepart of the movemen® current state-

building, usuallylo not have a positive perception tife minority. Thus, thet  f A0 yQa &0 NAJS
support could be at thexpenseof the Hazaras, for example taking sides in favour oflHamaras in

land dsputes In the pastthe Taliban usually took the side of Pashtun nomads in land disfites

Among the cases of forced evictions werg nated by AP in November 2021, Taliban officials
expelingHazara from several villages in Daykundi provinckimingthey were living on land which
they did not owr*®In September 2021he local news agency HashtSubh Daily reported on
videos circulating on social media, in which Hazara elierased the Taliban of confiscating houses
and land of Hazaras Mawabad and Balas& Tagabdar villagés Gizab district, which was adjunct
by the Taliban to Pato district, Daykundi provifi€eAs reported by the source, the Taliban
appointeddeputy governor of Daykundiomhur Khan who claimed ownership of the lands, and a
person calleZaher Khan Timopurgedaround 300 families to leave thdipbuses and lands within
nine daysThe Taliban authorities in Daykundi were reported to have staateidvestigation®!
Accordihg to WSJ, eviction orders Gizabwere addressdto Hazaraesidents oKindir and

Tagabdar Wiagesand resulted in 70@amiliesfleeing their homed>2 As reported by UNOCHA,
around 400 families (approximately820 personsjyvere evictedfrom their villages of Kindir and
Dahane Nala in Gizab during 226 September 2024> Similarly the governor of Bto district,

Mullah Musafirwas reported to haverdered the residents of Shagholja and Khargak villages
gK2aS 26ySNBKALI 2F GKS fFyR Aa tolhvs feirhhdmesirRA & LJdzi SF
five daysThe new settlers were reportedly ettmPashtuns from Uruzgan provintéAs reported

by Hashte Subh, there was also an anonymeasircereporting on evictios of Hazara families from
their houses and lands in Pato by Kuchi nomads:afrseich instances was reported in the Khalaj
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village ofthe district**® As noted by the Human Rights Watch, evictions took place in 15 villages of
Daykundi provincé3®

In September 202Hashte Subh Daily reported thaembers othe Kuchicommunityentered

parts of the Nawar district, l@azniprovince, to graze their flocks on Hazara farmlands; these
accusations were denied by the Taliban spokesperson Bilal Karimi, while the district governor
WLINRYA&ASR (2 I RRNX athe Kiicki Seré réparuzbtoave 6vitdifduSiaMiesNS =
from their homes irthe QorbanMordahvillageand prohibited the use of the water dam to the

villagers of Surma are&’

Ly GKS 0S3aAYyyAy3a 2F hOG20SNI HaumMXI +a NBLER2NISR 08
GSNE SOAOGSR o0& MIKSR ¢YXfANI N &Y RA W alaRfOY yR I YR
allslam district of Mazae Sharif, Balkh province, Hazara residents were reportedly evicted by

W NYSR YSYy FTNRBY (GKS 20t YdzZAKFIYA O2YYdzyAleQ gK?2
forcesQ 2 KAfS ¢FfAoly 2FFAOAFIf & adriSR GKIG GKS S@A
order, the evicted residents claimed having ownership over the land since 1§70s.

As noted bythe UN SecretarGeneral's Special Representat{(&RSEbr Afghanistan and the head

of UNAMA, Deborah Lyons, in November 2021, the Shia community continued to be targeted by
ISKP>°In October 2021, KP claimed responsibility for two attacks on Shia Muslim (Hazara)
mosgues: on the Said Abad (GoeeaBayed Abad)losque in Kunduz on 8 October 20%21in which

at least 72 people were killed and more than 140 wourfffeehd on Fatimiya (Bibi Fatima) mosque

in Kandahar on 15 Octol#f, in which 47 peopleverekilled andmore than 80vounded?® The
Fatimiyamosque is also known as the Imam Bargah mosque and is the largest Shia mosque in the
city*®* as reported by the Guardian, the mosque was particularly crowded on the day of the attack
due to memorial prayers held for the victims of the Said Abad mosgKenduzi®® On 25 October

2021, Human Rights Watch quoted a statement of ISKP, issued after the Kandahar attack, in which
0KS 3INRdzZL) aF AR Al Wg2dzZ R P NBSG { KAl Ay GKSAN K2

Following the blast in Kandahar, it was reported that the Talibak the responsibility over

providing security in the Fatimiya mosque, guarded previously by the Shia comrfhity.

November 2021, four Taliban fighters were reported to have been guarding a Shia mosque in Kabul
together with a guard from the Hazara comniiyn As reported by the Hazara leaders, after the
FaGdrOl1a 2y { KAl Y2a&aljdzSa Ay Ydzy R dptthdirydapost y Rl K| NE
back whichhad beenconfiscated by the Taliban when it took control over the couffify.

455 Hashte Subh Daily, TalibaAffiliates Force Hazaras to Migrate From Daykundi, Central Afghanistan, 14 September

2021,url

456 HRW, Afghanistan: Taliban Forcibly Evictdvity Shia, 22 October 2020l

4THashtS { dzo K 5F Af &3 YdzOKA& I NB ¢l 1Ay3 ! RGLyGlr3asS 2F 1 FTFNI ClFI
url

458 HRW, Afghanistan: Taliban Forcibly Evict Minority Shia, 22 Octoberi2021,

459 UNAMA, SRCG Lyons Briefing to the UNSC on the Situation in Afghanistan, 17 November 2021,

460 RFE/RL/Gandhara, Scores Hjl/ounded In IK Suicide Blast Inside Afghan Shi'ite Mosque, 8 October 621,

11 f WET SSNF = W. £f22R YR LASOS&QY VYhyBdzirl NB&AARSyi(ida RSEAONROGS
462 RFE/RL/Gandhar&unerals Held for Victims of Kandahar Mosque Bombing Claimeekhy 630October 202 Lirl

463 Guardian (The), Shia mosque bombing in Afgétan that killed at least 47 claimed by ISKP, 15 October 2a21,

464New Arab(TheE ¢ £ Aoy LJX SR3IS G2 & S uikidazhdmbirfg,AL6 Octoler2DadzS 3 Q &4 S OdzNA ( &
465 Guardian (The), Shia mosque bombing in Afghanistan that killed at least 47 claimed by ISKP, 15 Octalbér 2021,

466 HRW, Afghanistan: Surge in Islamic State Attacks on Shia, 25 Octobenr?021,

467 RFE/RL/Gandhara, Funerals Held for Victims of Kandahar Mosque Bombing Clairedlilyd@Stober 202 Lirl

468 AP, Despite mistrust, Afghan Shiites seek Taliban protection, 16 Novembeug021,

44


https://8am.af/eng/taliban-affiliates-force-hazaras-to-migrate-from-daykundi-central-afghanistan/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/10/22/afghanistan-taliban-forcibly-evict-minority-shia
https://8am.af/eng/kuchis-are-taking-advantage-of-hazara-farmlands-in-ghaznis-nawur-district/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/10/22/afghanistan-taliban-forcibly-evict-minority-shia
https://unama.unmissions.org/srsg-lyons-briefing-unsc-situation-afghanistan-4
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/explosion-shiite-mosque-kunduz/31499426.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/10/9/everyone-was-in-blood-bombing-at-kunduz-mosque-in-afghanistan
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-taliban-islamic-state-khorasan-suicide-bombing/31512727.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/oct/15/casualties-explosion-hits-shia-mosque-afghanistan
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/taliban-pledge-step-shia-mosques-security-after-blast
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/oct/15/casualties-explosion-hits-shia-mosque-afghanistan
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/10/25/afghanistan-surge-islamic-state-attacks-shia
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-taliban-islamic-state-khorasan-suicide-bombing/31512727.html
https://apnews.com/article/afghanistan-islamic-state-group-taliban-kabul-race-and-ethnicity-8c81cda1748fe0fc92224317a7adf92b

Inthe reporting periodthe Dashte Bachi area of western Kabul, which is dominated by Shia Hazara
population, withessed several explosions that caused civilian casuitiesr a description of
incidents in the Dashe Barchi area, seghapter 3.2

2.5 Persons affiliated with the former government, security forces
or foreign forces

On 17 August 2021, the Taliban announaegkeneral amnesty for all government workéfs.
However, on 19 August 2021RHIPT@enterintelligene reportreferred to by Reters presented

information claiming thatthe Talibarhad compileca blacklist anavere hunting down people with

suspected links to the previous administrationtotUSt SR F2NOSaz y20Ay3a GKIFG
riskareindik Rdzl £t & Ay OSYUdNIf LI2aAdAz2ya “AlyanMteriiewl I NBE = LJ:
with BBCRHIPT@enterdirector Christian Nellemanastated that thereg S NJight-number of
individual€largeted by the Talibarand calledthe threat@rystalO t S HbiRe®er Afghanistan

experts Thomas Ruttig and Kristian Berg Harp\ilere expressed scepticison the conclusions of

the RHIPTO reposdaying that thg seemed exaggerateduttig further stated that credible

information on the situation followig the takeover was lacking and that the picture was more

complex than the RHIPTO report expres$éd former Afghangovernment officiabjuoted byThe

New York Timek f & 2 NBpalBeMIbfPuRsuitibf Afghan special operations forces personnel

and commandos of the intelligence servige], as well as police and security chiasoss the

O 2 dzy @ntl&s mentioned that it was too early to judgiether this was part of Taliban policy,

or whetherindividual Taliban membemsere taking revenge for s incidents According to the

same article, the Talibamaddetained at least a dozen former provincial offils across the country,

whiletKkS F2NXSNJ KSIFR 2F GKS LYGSNA2NI aAyAaidNeBQa Lk2f
stated that the Taban were searching for him. According to Taban, one of his collefgukiseen

killed by the Talibarandanother colleague had beenrtured inthe search for dbarQ & -6uh R S

During the same monthAugust 2021an armed groupeportedlyaccessed the redquarters of the

National Security Directorate and the Ministry of Communicati@msl retrievel thousands of
payroll listsand top-secret files, includin{jles on intelligence officers and informefBwo former
officials stated that it was not cleavhether the group belonged to the Taliban, asdggestedhat
they might had been Pakistaniager#ég 2 N] Ay 3 Ay GFyRESYQ 6AGK

In September 202Bnotherarticleby The New York Times argued that many Afghaese

questioningl KS ¢+ f Ao6ky fSIFRSNBQ O2yGNRf 2@0SNJ GKSANI FA:
HAHM FYySadgeod ! OO2NRAY3I G2 (GKS FITNIAOESTI WTF2NN¥SNI
Taliban leaders have barely managed to keep their saethed rankand¥ A f S X'yAt thels&@] P Q

time, violent incidents targeting security officials were reported: five former police officers were

killed in two separate incidents in Kandat§rwhile in Gha Provincea pregnant police officer was

reportedly killed infront of her family although the Taliban denied any involvement in the

z
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incident?’” In the same monthAfghanistan International newguoted reports ofTalibanfighters
conductng houseto-house searclesin Kabu]lookingfor interpreters of foreign troops, embassy
personnel and former government authoritié$.This information could not be corroborated.

The¢  f Aok yQa | OGAy3a ! N)e,statdihftdoldierFand officeldnthev | NA CIl &
former governmenwould be allowed to join the planned new Afghan arffiTheTaliban

Intelligence Direction of Ghazni province reportedly instructed its members to identify in their, ranks

among othersageers(mercenaries) belonginigp the former governmentand report them to the

intelligence directiof®a S| Yy KAt SX Ay |y | dzRA2 NBO2NRAyYy3AZ (KS
Mohammad Yaqoob, allegedly admitted that some militants had committed revenge killings despite

the declaredamnesty, and stated that no Taliban fighters had the right to break the amnBsgy.

statement was posted on a social media website by a Taliban spokesperson and was reportedly

shared by severdlaliban PR officials, including Zabihullah Mujafidccording tdReuters Yaqoob

statedi K G a2YS WYAAONBI yiasQ WwR Gy KAY2 NR & dzd | 2 NI NUaa &
abuses, and issued a rebuke otlee misconduct?®?

In October 2021, Patricia Gossmansociate director for the Asia division ofrhlan Rights Watch,

G2f R wC9 k w pf pedbfle beirg @rgestad puiely ¥r having any association with the former

security forcesand family members being interrogated or beaten by Taliban looking for former

offiO A | Atchreling to the same sourcéhe Taliban forces carrying out these abuses appear to have

0SSy 3IAGSY | FNBS KIyYyR gKAf S “blénkittkldnts éontihuéd (G KS 1§ 2
to be reported during that month and in November 2021: according tofhstralian Broadcastg
Corporation(ABC) Taliban fighter&xecutedan Afghan army officer previously working as an

interpreter for the Australian Defence Foréé while unknown gunmela K2 4  F2 NYSNJ | F3|
soldier in front of his house, killing hiamd two friends standing nearf?° In Khost aformer police

officer was shot deaf®

More recently, on 30 November 2021, Human Rights Watch published a stpting that they had
doaumentedWa dzY Y NB SESOdziA2y 2NJ SyF2NOSR RWAK AILESH RNI v
AdZNNBYRSNBR (2 2NJ 6SNB | LILINBKSy®RSGctobe22021ani A 6 Yy T 2
that their research indicated that over 100 former security force pengband aimily members of

such individual®ad been targetedThere were also reports ddillings or forced disappearancein

the provinces of Ghazni, Helmand, Kundz, and Kand8h@an 4 December 2021, the European

Union, the United Statesind 20 other ountries, quoting Humaw A 3K i a 2 I 6§ OKQa&a NI L2 NI
other sources, jointly condemned the Taliban over the alleged killings of former members of the

Afghan security force$?

47TCNN, Taliban accused of murdering pregnant Afghan policewoman in front of her family, 6 Septemberl2BBTC,

Afghanistan: Talibaaccused of killing pregnant police officer, 5 September 2021,

478 Afghanistan International, [Facebook], OAYTF2N)EE GNIXyatraaAzy wWelf
K2dzAS (2 K2dza$S aSINBKQEeX mp {SLISYOSNI HAHME
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Karimi, [Twitter], posted on: 23 September 202l

482 Reuters, Afghan Taliban defence minister orders crackdown on abuses, 24 Septemberl2021,
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484 ABC, Interpreter who assisted ADF executed by Taliban, 20 Octobemup021,
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On 1 October 2021, Dutch public television NOS reported that the Talibasuhadoned Afghan

interpreters previously working for the Netherlands to appear in court. The interpreters were in

hidingandl OO2NRAY 3 G2 bh{X GKS AYGSNILINBGSNBEQ FIFYAfAS
responsible if the interpreters failed to appear in cotftLater that monthw C9 k w[ Q& ¢ 2A 1 { S
guoted Afghan pilots who had fled to Tajikistan after the Talibanda&ge stating that their relatives

in Afghanistan were threatened by the Taliban to force them to return to the codfftry.

An Afghan human rights expert explained that while it did not seem like thesagolicy of

targeting and killing former Afghan sety forces, it seemed to happen a lot in some ardas.

instance, in parts of the country like southern, soethstern and eastern Afghanistan, targeted

killingswere a bigger issue thain Perhapgsome parts of the northern areas. However, there are

also areas there who see similar patterns of targeted killilgs. compliance on the ground with the

announced amnesty looked different from province to province, and the source stated that the

Taliban vere either unable or unwilling to control theirsdldS NA R2Ay3 WONI T &Q | yR
things. Furthermore, the Taliban did not hold their fighters accountable when they went after

former combatants or civilians and conducted atrocities such as Kjlllaggings and subjecting

people to violencé® An Afjhan law professor reasoned théthe Talibanvereto go afterand

punishanyone who worked against them, the number of targeted attacks would be significantly

higher than the records today as it would include hundreds of thousands of people. Accardlmy t
samesource the Taliban ltithe capacity tacarry outsuch operationsn many parts of the country,

but the numberof reprisal killingsvas not so highThe revenge killings seauto be on a lower

levell OO2NRAYy 3 (2 (G(KS a2daNDS> gK2 |faz2 FRRSR O(KFG
pattern was scattered¥%?

As of 11 November 2021, the Afghan human rights expert had seen reports of 30 targeted attacks in

the past two months, anthe victims were Kled because of their links to the former government

andthe security forces dbecauseébeingallegedISKP affiliates. According to the source the

allegations of victims being ISKP affiliates could be a cover to target some individuals, and Nangarhar

was aWK 2 (i & LJ2 (reeente\@mg. Alleg€dldSkafiliateswere killed without due process, drawn

out of their homes and shot on the spot, or illegally detained and subjected to torture. Although the

source could not say whether such events were partlafger Taliban policy, the Taliban leadership

did notseemtohaveisse@ A 1 K G KSANJ FAIKGSNRE 3I2Ay3 | F3GSNI LIS2 LI
as ISKP affiliate€3 The Afghan law professor also stated thathough it was hard to say whether
therS@SyaS (AftfAy3aa gSNBE OSyiNrtfte alyOitArAz2ySR 2NJy
Taliban systematically targeted anyone perceived as a potential thireaanyone who could align

themselves with the National Resistance Front (N&®)one withpossible connections to the ISKP

intelligence officials or elite forces of the previous administration who could potentially join anti

Taliban movementsandinfluential figures who could challenge the Taliban. Peoplerae a

potential threat to theTdibanwere monitored, harassed, threatened or even killed according to the

source, especially persons with suspected links to ISKRvetteooften executed on the spdt? Dr.

Andrea Chiovendadjunct assistant professor of anthropologtZayedUniversity, told EASO

during an interview on 9 November 20#1at the Taliban culd na enforce its amnestyand also
YSYGA2YSR | Wg2NNRA2YSQ aAl0dzr GA2Y Ay bl y3l NKFN ¢
trees along the roads, and similar everdking place in Laghman and Kuff&There were also

media reports on killings in Nangarhar where bodies were found with handwritten notes in their

489 France24, Taliban summon Afghan interpreters who worked for Dutch, threaten families, 5 Octobeur2021,
490 RFE/RL/Gandhara, Afghan Pilots who Fled to Tajikistan Say Taliban Is Threatening Relatives Back Home, 23 October
2021,url

491 Afghan human rights expert, online interview, 11 November 2021

492 Afghan law professor, online interview, 9 November 2021

493 Afghan human rights expert, online interview, 11 November 2021

494 Afghan lav professor, online interview, 9 November 2021

495 Chiovenda, A. (Dr.), professor at Zayed University, online interview, 9 November 2021
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pockets accusing them of being ISKP fighti®Some feared that accusations of ISKP affiliation
made room fo the Taliban to target any suspect$

Personal enmities were also a part of the targeting according to the Afghan human rights expert,

who had seen several reports of revenge killings. According to the source, it seemed like the Taliban
fightersfeltliiE (G KS& WSIFNYySRQ G2 O2YYA( “ddsdMghdnlalvf A y3a o8
professoralso enphasized personal enmities, as well as local conflicts and ethnic tension behind

targeted killings. The source explained that targeted killings were ofteerby revenge by Taliban

fighters, and usually local Taliban taking revenge on local actors because of longstanding conflicts in

that area. There were also patterns of local rivalry, and rivalry between tribes who have aligned

themselves with either thedliban or the former government. After the takeover the dynamics have

changed and therefore some ethnic tensions have been aggraeatatding to the sourct®

As previously mentionedemale judges and prosecutors reportedly lived in hidesying for their

lives as some had ruled against Taliban members as well as released prf8tidersind IAWJ

LJdzo f AAKSR G 22Ayd adlFiSYSyd Ay oKADEstr&sseBRISa 4 SN
that revenge killings might occur, and thjatigeshadbeen subjected to houssearches,

threatening messages and physical harassmamd,had their bank accounts suspended. Also,

family, friends and neighbours were said to have bpessd&k (12 NB FSIHf 2dFRASEQ §KS
similar accountwasuf A A KSR o6& .dzaAySaa LYaARSNIljd2zdAy3 |
fighters went into his house looking for him and searched the homes of his families, friends, and
O2f t Sl 3dzSadQ ! y2iKSNJ T2 N)YSNI 2dzR 3 8an figiiterkwed® A y 3
LJdzZNB dzA Y3 WLISNER 2yt @SyRSGOGlFaQ F3FAyad 2dzR3ISAX
leadership>®?

2f F
oy

2.6 Journalists and media workers

During their first press conference after the takeowbe Taliban assured that they were committed

02 YSRAIF WHAGKAY 2dzNJ Odzf GdzNF £ FNIF YSG2N]l Q FyR (KI
AYRSLISYRSYUQ YR O2yiAydzS GKSANI FOQUABAGASE 6AGK
account, thatmedia should be impartial and not work against national values or &fity.

September 2021the Taliban issued guidelines for journaljsteludng rules againsaddressing

topics in conflict with Islarg@ NJ WA y d dzf G A y 3 yahdinst@cying hediatSpridaee/ I £ A § A S & ¢
reports in coordination with th& alibangovernmenf) @edia office®* Human Rights Watch called

0KSAaS NB3Idat RUAFRaOWEAZSONRE (12 LINPKAOAUG QANXdzZ f € &
FYR WadzZFF2 0 4AY T KSS R dacrivodeabeir28?21, Khaama Press reported

that local authorities in BadakanLIN2 @A y OS KI R a1 SR YSRALlI 2dzif SiaQ
NEOASG | yRPOSYa2NAEKALIQO®

. /Y ¢KS ¢lfAolyQad aSONBGABS 4 NI F3AFAyald L{Z Hedp hOG206SNI H
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Numerousgjournalistsfled from Afghanistarafter the takeoveror went into hiding®®’ Qubsequent

reports stated thasomelLJS 2 LX S A yhondayryalistic ®delie®® and institutions had used

the identities of journalists to evacuate friends and families, wddteialreporters were leftin the
country.5® According to a representative of the Afghanistan Civil Society And Journalist Group, press
cards and media docoents had leen forged>'°

On 3 October 2021, thdlational Association of Journalissated that70 % of media outlets in

Afghanistarhad stoppedperatingfollowing the Talibatiakeover®!! Taliban restrictions impacted

the media landscapénter alialimiting popular content*?, but the main reason behind media

outlets shutting down was reportedly financial issG&sAbout 70 %of Afghan journalists had

reportedly lost their jobss of midOctober’'4, leading to a growing feeling of desperation among

media workersihdingthemselves without an incom&’h y'S t 2 Ol f 22 dzNy I t Aad A G
experience reportedlyelt forced to take up work in the construction industry making bricks

provide br his family?!6

Still operating redia workerdacedNB a G NA QG A2y ad Ay OF NNBAy3 2dzi GKSA
were vague, anthus difficult to follow in practic&!’ DW reported in October that the Taliban rule

for media was not uniform, andth@ KS & A ddzr GA2y F2NJ ! FAKFY 22 dz2NY I £ A
' yR O & Sbunadists@INan§athar did not experience any direct interference in their work

by the Taliban, while other faced severe problems such as direct threats from Tadjbimd>8

Reporters Without BorderdxSkstated thatprivate TV channels were subjected to threats and

quoted a producer who statedthat K S ¢ €t Aoy KI R 0SI (8gmbdishri@S 2F (K
froSttftSR GKSY a Wil | TasddecsedTatian :emb&<oS NE O @ ¢ KS LI
WaeaGaSYFHaAOrtteQ ONRAYIPG2 AYyTFfdsSyOS NBLRZNISNHE A
Reportersalsofaced difficulties in coveringnauthorisedS @Sy &4 a4 dzOK | 82 g2YSy Qa LJ
Between 6 and 8 September 2021, at leasfdi#tnalists covering protests were detained and later

released according to the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), and at least nine were subjected to
violence in custody?** Two menworkingfor the local newspaper Etila@ Roz were arresteghile

COBNR YA I ¢2 Yl y Qand aflekEhéirSaledsthdyghowed béuidzisand witnessed of

severe beatingwith batons, electric cables and whips while in custéddome of their colleagues

gSNB | faz WLza K&8iban fighfdRsvhantséekily 3&dR e t@odmen at the police

station>220n 21 October 2021, CPJ reported that three journalists were assaulted by Taliban
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November 2021url
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FAIKGSNAR oKATS 02 3SNAY Bherk wetealS03ep@ta dalidh@ighes G Ay Y I ¢
subjectingjournaliststo violenceduring other types of protest®, and subjecting media workers to
violence andtonfiscating equipment of unclear reasori®

Soon after the takeovesome journalists were also reportedly searched for by Taliban fighters.
France24 reported that the Talibavere trackingdown people perceivéas a threat to their rule
including journalistsin at least four provinces dzany ghéhns\Ht their dispo<ai®DW reported

that the Taliban had raidedhe homes of at least threef their journalists and trat afamily member
of one of the journalists was killed and another injured by Taliban fighters dammgseto-house
search??® According to France2#he Taliban opeedfire after it was revealed thahe journalist

had fled abroad?® In another instance close to the takeover, armed men reportedly broke into the
home of a T\étation director stole vehicles and other equipment and threatened Rifn.

On 270ctober 2021 lte Afghanistan National Journalists Union (ANJ&iined that it had recorded
Y2NB GKIy on aSJdendsd andthrdat GA B3P i SyDBE QW I Bastiwg a i 2 2 dzl
months andin almost 90 % of the cast®e Taliban werédentified as perpetrator§s!

Among incident¢eading to the death of journalistsherewasFahim Dashtiwho was also &RF
spokespersonDashtiwas killed in Panjsn on 6 September 202Jand vhile NRF representatives

claimed thathe was targeted andikked by Pakistani Air Force drongke Talibanstated that hedied

in an internal conflict between resistance command&f©n 2 October 202Journalist and lecturer

Sayed Maroof Sadatas killed byunknown gunmernn JalalabadCity, along with three othr

people>*3In another attack, ne media worker wakghtly wounded by gunmen on a motorcycle in

Kabuf®*, while a journalist working fanedia outlet Salam Watandd@rF & & K2 3G | yR W&aS @S NI
by another passengers when travelling in a &xlournalists were moreover subjected to physical

violence byborder guard$* Some gurnalists were also reportedly abducted by Taliban fighters and
subsequently releasett’

In August 2021, th&alibanclaimed to have formed committee thatwould prevent and probe acts
of violence against journali$€and Taliban representatives met with and apologised to the two
Etilaate Roz journalistsubjected to torture on 8 Septemb@021°% Steven Butler, the Asia
programme coordinator at the Committee to Protect Journalists (@#d)Al Jazeera that the
Taliban promisd to investigate matters, but fdhnot presented any actual findings. Furthermore,

24/ t WE ¢l fAOlFY FAIKGSNE laaldAdG i tSFH&ad o 22dN¥lfAada 0208
2h S5 , 2N] ¢AYSEA 0¢KSO0Z wSLERNISNE Ay ! ¥IKFyAadly CcFEOS |y Ly
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https://swn.af/en/2021/09/22/ajc-condemns-attempt-on-the-life-of-salam-watandar-journalist/
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/attack-mediajournalists-175152
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/asiapacific/2021-10/02/c_1310223484.htm
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-174850
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CP.Mhad experienced difficultieim establisling contactswith the Taliban to advocate for the rights of
Afghan media worker¥?°

2.6.1Female journalists and mediaorkers

The situation for womemvorking inthe media was reportedly difficutt! While many female

journalists fled from Afghanistan soon after the take&f&many of thosevho stayedwvere

reportedy sent home from their workplace¥3On 19 August 2021, two female journalists at Radio
Television fghanistan (RTA) claimed that the Taliban were barring them from entering their
offices*4, while two days later, Pajhwok Afghan News reported that the Taliban in Ghazni had
banned female presenters and music from broadcasting mé&fiy the end of August 2021, fewer
than 100 of the estimated 700 women journalists in Kabul were still working, according to a survey
by RSP

During the first days after the takeover, women quickly disappeared from broadcasting media, but
somefemale news anchors and reporters soon resumed work and appeared on Sttédamale

news anchor interviewed a Taliban spokesperson offaand a female journalist reported from the
streets of Kabut*® However, both left Afghanistaffand w2 Y S yjedéal appearance on
broadcasting media reportedly droppedjain soon thereaftet®!

In October 2021, a journalist told DW thtae Taliban had announcetat women journalists were

not allowed to appear on camera in Badakshan province, and that wavoeking wth radio were

only permitted to continue working if all staff members in a program were wapaore recently,

2y HM b2OSYOSNI HaumIE GKS ¢lFfAOFYQad aAyAadNE F2NJ
issued new guidelines for the media industry,es it stated that female repoersshould weam

hijabwhen appearing on screef®

2.7 Human rights defenders and activists

TalibarfightersNB LJ2 NJI SRt &8 Q@R RAUMIN SakteiweIake8\iadr looking forinter
alia, activists>**On 11 September 2021, Talibaghttersallegedly broke into the house of Fahima
Rahmati, a local female activist in Kandahar Proviacédragged her family members out, beat
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542 AJ, Afghan women speak up against new Taliban media guidelines, 25 NovemberR2@2iitico, How Athens

became the unexpected hub for Afghan women, 22 November 2021Dawn, 'My computer is my weapon': Afghan

woman journalist, who pretended to be a boy, stands up to Taliban, last updated 18 Novembeu2021,

543 ABC Afghan journalists face threats and beatings despite Taliban promises of a free25&3stober 2021yrl

544 AFP, [Twitter], 20 August 2021r]; TOLOnews, Afghan Female Journalist Ask Taliban for Right to Work, 19 August 2021,

url

545 Pajhwok Afghan News, Music, female employees in radios banned in Ghazni, 21 Augusti2021,
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2021,url; Hasiba Atakpa[Twitter], posted on 1 September 202dr|

551Reid, R., UN Human Rights Council to talk about Afghanistan: Why so little afgpetition, AAN, 23 August 2021ir]

552DW, Afghanistan: Journalists encounter tough times under Taliban rule, 7 October2D21,

553 Guardian (The), Afghan journalists decry Taliban rules restricting role of women on TV, 23 Novemher;2D24,,
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https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58297623?xtor=AL-72-%5Bpartner%5D-%5Bbbc.news.twitter%5D-%5Bheadline%5D-%5Bnews%5D-%5Bbizdev%5D-%5Bisapi%5D&at_medium=custom7&at_custom4=74C62610-0370-11EC-A178-0AB54744363C&at_campaign=64&at_custom3=%40BBCWorld&at_custom2=twitter&at_custom1=%5Bpost+type%5D
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=4B0ryE3i7R8
https://twitter.com/TOLOnews/status/1427550326354292736?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1427550326354292736%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.redditmedia.com%2Fmediaembed%2Fp60z4o%3Fresponsive%3Dtrueis_nightmode%3Dfalse
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/08/29/media/arghand-fleeing-afghanistan/index.html
https://twitter.com/Hasiba__Atikpal/status/1433047284309180416
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/rights-freedom/un-human-rights-council-to-talk-about-afghanistan-why-so-little-appetite-for-action/
https://www.dw.com/en/afghanistan-journalists-encounter-tough-times-under-taliban-rule/a-59439857?maca=en-rss-en-asia-5133-rdf&utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/nov/23/afghan-journalists-taliban-rules-restricting-role-women-on-tv
https://www.dw.com/en/afghanistan-taliban-issue-guidelines-against-women-actors/a-59895874
https://observers.france24.com/en/asia-pacific/20210820-journalists-activists-taliban-door-to-door-searches-afghanistan
https://observers.france24.com/en/asia-pacific/20210823-kabul-options-for-afghans-targeted-taliban-activists?ref=tw_i

them, and took them to an unknown location, following information they hadu former NDS

operatives residing in a house in that afg20n 13 September 2021, Michelle Bachelet, the UN

High Commissioner for Human Rights, stated that they had received information regarding Taliban

raids on offices of some negovernmental organisatins and civil society group® Activists
AYGSNIBASHGSR o0& /L+xL/'{Z F+ 3t20lt OAQGAt az20AaASie
13th September 2021, the Taliban conducted several raids on wdeteNGOs across Afghanistan

and in some cases, tBe O2y FA A0l GSR GKSANI g%KA Ot Sa yR aSlkfSi

During telephone interviews with Human Rights Watch and the SISU Human Rights Institute, seven
62YSY AY 1SN}z AyOftdzRAYy3 | OlA@A&atAaT SRdAzOF G62NEX
heardNB L2 NI a GKIG GKS ¢FfAoly KIFER aSINOKSR F2NJ I
LINEFAES 62YSYy Ay I SNITGQS gKAES 2yS 2F GKSY Of I AY
profile women from Herat, wanted by the Talib&iNo further informaion on the datewhenthe

interviews were conductedas provided by the source.

On 21 September 2021, France24 Observers released a special program in which four anonymous
persons remaining in Afghanistan recounted life under the Taliban. One of thena steatiethe

TalibanhadO2 y RdzOG SR Wil NESGSR &SI NOKSias@quiety toadid | F2 NJ |
drawing attention. Another person said that the Talibaml lists d persons that have worked with

foreignersor as social activists. A thirgpson claimed that the Taliban assassinated a colleague, a
g2YSyQa NARIKGA FOGAGAAG FYR | ydzZNESY o0& aKz22UAy:

Regarding the treatment of activists during the demonstrations in the first weeks of September

2021, OHCHFSrFf SNNB R (12 WONXB R hgsdn& detddidpiNdiestels, ihcudirggl o6 S G A
activists and human rights defenders, by Talifightersduring demonstrations that tooglaceon 8

of September in Faizabddty in Badakhshan province and Kapi®a.

Ondb2PBSYOSNI HAHMEI CNRBITFY {FFAZ | g2YSye@dintidh IKGa |
city of Mazare Sharif, after she went missing on 20 OctobféOn 6 November 202hn official of

the Taliban Interior Ministry confirmed the arrests of twalividuals related to the killing of four

women in Mazae Sharif, including Frozan Safi. No information about whether the arrested persons
confessed to the killings and a motive to commit them was gifen.

2.8 Healthcare professionals

Soon after the takever, the Talibamskedwomen working within healthcar® return to their

jobs®®3In Novembei2021,Human Rights Watch reported that THAadmapped agreements

between aid agencies and the Talidad F A K| y A & (i | y GshowingiwherdN@a@la sta® S & >
members will be permitted to functiddAcording to tle report, Taliban officials had provided a

written agreementLINE @A RA Yy 3 Wdzy O 2 vy Rdmied addyvbrke®@ in b/ Mived 3 A A 2y G 2
provinces while in the rest of the country women aid workers were restricted to effectively engage

to their job by the requirement of male guardiansiff.

555 pajhwok Afghan New3aliban attack Fahima house, arrest family memb&8sSeptemér 2021 ,url

556 OHCHR, Oral update on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan, 13 Septembeur2021,

557 CIVICUS, Activists And Journalists At Risk, Crackdown On Protests In Afghanistan Following Taliban Takeover, 15
September 2021url

558 HRW, Afghanistan: Taliban Abuses Cause Widespread Fear, 23 Septembgrl 2021,

559 France24 Observers, Out Observers recount life under Taliban rule in 2021 [Online video], 21 September 2021,

560 OHCHRRress briefing notes on Afghanistan, 10 September 2021,

561Guardian (They 2 YSy Qa NAIKGAEA OGAGAAG aK2(d RSI®R Ay yYy2NIKSNYy ! F3aKI
562 RFE/RL/Gandhara, Taliban Arrests Two In ConnectidnKiNing Of Four Women, Including Activist, in Afghanistan, 6
November 2021url

563 Reuters, Taliban say Afghan woman health service staff should go baockkio27 August 202Lirl

5%64HRW, Afghanistan: Taliban Blocking Female Aid Workers, 4 Novemben@021,
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https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-arrests-four-women-killed/31548875.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/taliban-say-afghan-women-health-service-staff-should-go-back-work-2021-08-27/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/11/04/afghanistan-taliban-blocking-female-aid-workers

In Septemberrepresentatives of the Afghanistan Nurses Association (ANA) stated that the situation
wasWdzy O SR NIDEFSNNBR G2 OFasSa 6KSNB az2y$sS LI GASyGa
A2t RASNBRQ SyidSNRAyYy3a (GKS 61 NRa 27F workpla@® Manyi I £ Y { Ay
health workers were too afraid to resume their dutidsspitethe F f A6 y Q& NXBIjdzSad 27F
work.®%® According to an opinion biepresentatives of Women in Global Health, @8tate

University Wexner Medal Centerand KabulJniversity the reality of health care workers diffed

across Afghanistarand te ladk of clear guidance othe rules in force and how the situation may

evolve was stated to cause distress and-sedtriction among healthcare workergavingmany

female health workers at hon&’

On 15 September 202The New York Times visitedogal hospitain Cakee Wardak (Wardak
Province), in whicli4 of 65 employees were women. A midwife working at the hospital said that
members of the Taliban had visited them and spoken to her, and thatighetiexperience any

threat from the new rule®® AFP did a reportage from a villageDaymirdad district\Wardak

Province), which had been under Taliban control the past 25 years. Local Taliban leaders reportedly
allowed some flexibility on gender segregation at the local clinic where men and waofiteen

worked sideby-side.According to the Talibaofficial in charge of health care in the distritglamic

law permits men and women wairkg togetherwhen necessaryalthough under normal

circumstances there should Iseparatingcurtainsin place®®

On 2L SeptemberFrance24 Observers released a special program in which four anonymous persons
recounted lifein Afghanistarunder Talibarrule. Onesource aidthat the Taliban assassinated a
O2ftfSIF3dzST | ¢2YSyQa NRIKGA | Ol A DA adhonmeyRhel Y dzNEB ¢
same month a welknown Afghan psychiatrist was abducted by unknown armed men in Balis

body was found weeks lateshowing signs of torture according to his faniiky.

In October 2021amidwife in Paktika told a reporter dhe Christian Science Monitor that the clinic

where she works was intruded by a Taliban commander and two fighters who said that women

WKI @SKY 20 NAT2 @ KA 0 262 ¥EWL R G6GSYRAYI YSSGAy3Ia oAl
YIS 3dzZ NRAF ya KI,andWatiidiviyeS &e nothéebéssayy asidéathys @ the

hands of God. According to the articieidwife services have been abled¢ontinue under Taliban

ruletosome extentt2 6 SGSNE GKS ¢l fAOlIYyQa OASG 22 62YSyQa ¢
unclear andaccording to the articleules and normsverel LJLJ A SR aSSYAy3If & WKIF LKL
NEIAZ2Y (G2 NBIA2Yy QO | biffeRankdn Hailyckneact WiicSlIRaguesF I K y A & 4 |
described midwies asV T NR y (i f Ay S K S with @& éons@it Wdsry dfINGt @A RaBpkidEt@)

them andtheir families®"®

On2 November 2021Kabul military hospital was attacked two explosions detot@d near its
entrance andvas followed by heavy gunfire. Sourdesm the interior ministry told Al Jazeera that
19 people were killed and 43 wounded. ISKP later claimed responsibility for the botftbing.

565]CN Afghan nurses report on extreme challenges and need for international syugio&eptember 202 Lrl
566 France24, Under years of Taliban rule, women nurses work alongside men, 13 October2021,

567 Jung, L., Khorsand, L., Afzali, A., Dahir, M., Yassir Essar, M., Dhat, R., Staring into the darkness: women health workers in
Afghanistan6 September 2021yrl

568 New York Times (The), This Is Life in Rural Afghanistan After the Taliban Takeover, 15 Septemimér 2021,

569 France24, Under years of Taliban rule, women nurses work alongside men, 13 October2021,

570 France24 Observers, Out Observers recount life under Taliban rule in 2021, 21 Septembgrl2021,

571 Hashte Subh Daily, World Mental Health Day: A Psychiatrist Is Missing in Balkh, 11 Octoberl2021,

572Guardian (The), Abducted Afghan pswttist found dead weeks after disappearance, 19 November 2021,

573 Christian Science Monitor (The), How Afghadwifes are challenging Taliban strictures on women, 7 October 20P1,
574 Al Jazeera, Afghanistan: Deadly blasts, guhfir&abul military hospital, 2 November 202t
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2.9 Musicians and artists

Documenting the situation of musicians and artists in Afghanistan under Talibaitnelé&yew York
Timesreported that, whilethe TalibartHave not banned art outrigi? = lin¥e $lésed music

schools, andadio and television networks were reported to leastopped airing songs, musicals and

comedy shows$’® According to APsome Taliban fighterare enforcing their own rulegnd have

harassed musicians and music venues. Further, wedding halls limit music at gatterthgs

musicians are afraid to perforf®In turn, severaAfghan musiciansterviewed byTOLOnews

expressed conceraver their future, and called for the government to facilitate alternative job

opportunities if music will not bellwed’’, while RFE/RL reportetthat someAfghan musiciankad

goneinto hiding®’® According to the CNN, Afghartistswere destroying their own work due to fear

of retribution of the Talibars’® Additionally, the Taliban were reported to have painted over murals,

replacing them with their own slogaf®.In October 2@1, The New York Timesported that at

f S| @oiyouNgnartists, teachers and their relatideE LINB GA 2 dzaf & (had#E8GSR o0&
Afghanistarr®! According to a subsequent report, they were granted asylum in Portéfgather

singers fled to Pagtan, and were hiding irslamabad and Peshaw#f Some were reported to

Wtruggle to make a liviy Ay £84n|Nbv@riibery2021, the Taliban ordered thalevision

channelgefrain from airing shows featuring women arti$t&8 Almsl Yy R LINB ANI Ya | 3+ Ay &
2NJ ! FAKI Y @I f dzSaQ dfinsiBat prdmate foréign ¢uyfueR ar trdditionsgnS NB = W
Afghan society, or which provoke immorafi

Among the violentricidents recorded against artists, on 27 August 2021 ,fghah folk singer was
reportedly murdered by Taliban membersAndarab districtBaghlan provincé®” In October 2021,
journalist Bilal Sarwameported thatthe Pashto poet Heelamand Zhwanday walssn out of his

home and murdered® On 29 October 2021htee men claiming to be Taliban members opened fire
at a wedding reception in Nangarhar provingéelaliban spokespersatated thatthe wedding was
attacked as music was being played, but emphakikat no one in the ranks on the Islamic Emirate
has the right to turn anyone away from musgfSoon afterthe Talibarspokesperson andeputy
minister of information and culture Zabihullah Mujahid confirmed that two pe@fliegedly

involved in the shoting were arrestedout did not clarify whethethey were Taliban fighters or

not.5%
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