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European Asylum Support Office
The European Asylum Support Office (EASO) is an agency of the European Union that plays a key role in the 
concrete development of the Common European Asylum System (CEAS). It was established with the aim 
of enhancing practical cooperation on asylum matters and helping Member States fulfill their European 
and international obligations to give protection to people in need.

Article 6 of the EASO founding regulation (1) specifies that the agency shall establish and develop training 
available to members of courts and tribunals in the Member States. For this purpose, EASO shall take 
advantage of the expertise of academic institutions and other relevant organisations, and take into account 
the Union's existing cooperation in the field with full respect to the independence of national courts and 
tribunals.

Contributors
The content of the compilation of jurisprudence, which is to be read in conjunction with the European 
Asylum Support Office (EASO) Judicial practical guide on country of origin information (JPG on COI), has 
been drafted by a working group consisting of members of courts and tribunals: Barbara Simma (Austria), 
Walter Muls (Belgium), Barbora Zavřelová (Czech Republic), Isabelle Dely (France), John Stanley (Ireland), 
Anders Bengtsson (Sweden) and Jeremy Rintoul (the United Kingdom).

They have been invited for this purpose by EASO in accordance with the methodology set out in Appendix 
A of the JPG on COI. The recruitment of the members of the working group was carried out in accordance 
with the scheme agreed between EASO and the members of the EASO network of court and tribunal 
members, including the representatives of the International Association of Refugee Law Judges and the 
Association of European Administrative Judges.

The working group met on three occasions in April, June and September of 2017 in Malta. Comments on 
a discussion draft were received from members of the EASO network of court and tribunal members, 
namely Dr Martin Sebastian Baer (Germany), Judge Ute Blum-Idehen (Germany) and Dr Martin Scheyli 
(Switzerland). Comments were also received from members of the EASO Consultative Forum, namely 
Accord, the Danish Refugee Council and the Swiss Refugee Council. In accordance with the EASO founding 
regulation, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) was invited to express comments 
on the draft judicial practical guide and the compilation of jurisprudence. All these comments were taken 
into account. The members of the working group are grateful to all those who have made comments, 
which have been very helpful in finalising those documents.

Compilation of jurisprudence
The purpose of this compilation of jurisprudence is to provide courts and tribunals in Member States with 
a helpful aid for dealing with country of origin information (COI) in international protection cases.

Members of courts and tribunals are now faced with an almost overwhelming amount of information. Many 
jurisdictions have extensive case-law on COI and the use of COI. Whilst this may in many cases be useful 
and instructive, it would be difficult to make a comprehensive collection of these cases, which would be of 
practical use. That is why examples of national jurisprudence have not been included in this compilation. 
You may wish to look at the compilations of jurisprudence of the different EASO judicial analyses. The 
working group decided to include in this compilation merely jurisprudence from the Court of Justice of 
the European Union (CJEU) and the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR).
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Getting in touch with the EU

In person

All over the European Union there are hundreds of Europe Direct information centres. You can find the 
address of the centre nearest you at: http://europa.eu/contact

On the phone or by email

Europe Direct is a service that answers your questions about the European Union. You can contact this service:

— by freephone: 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 (certain operators may charge for these calls), 

— at the following standard number: +32 22999696 or 

— by email via: http://europa.eu/contact

Finding information about the EU

Online

Information about the European Union in all the official languages of the EU is available on the Europa 
website at: http://europa.eu  

EU publications

You can download or order free and priced EU publications from EU Bookshop at: http://publications.
europa.eu/eubookshop. Multiple copies of free publications may be obtained by contacting Europe 
Direct or your local information centre (see http://europa.eu/contact).

EU law and related documents

For access to legal information from the EU, including all EU law since 1951 in all the official language 
versions, go to EUR-Lex at: http://eur-lex.europa.eu

Open data from the EU

The EU Open Data Portal (http://data.europa.eu/euodp) provides access to datasets from the EU. Data 
can be downloaded and reused for free, both for commercial and non-commercial purposes.
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